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then chief of Patna,” for him to ſigu, which hie refuſed as 4 molt 


infamous meaſure —It is alſo added, that this very paper is in the _ 
hands of a ſeeid in Bengal.— We have always had the higheſt opinſon 
of Colonel Caillaud, and have given many proofs of dur regard to hs 


merit and ſervices: but this is an imputation of ſo extraordinary and 


| | ſerious a nature, that we think it highly neceflary it ſhould be cleared 
: 2 üp, as well in vindication of Colonel Caillaud's character, as the ho- 
nour, good name, and intereſt of the Company, which are eſſentially 


intereſted therein. We therefore poſitively direct, That you make the 
18 moſt ſtrict and impartial inquiry into, this affair; and, ſhould it be 
= poſſible that Colonel Caillaud is guilty of ſuck a crime (Which we 


hearuly hope will not. be the caſe), he is immediately to be diſmiſſed 


fers; but Jhould ke be at Madras, and he proves guilty of what_is 
pere laid 1e his charge, you are to ſignify theſe our. Orders to the 


from our ſervice, and ſent to England by the firſt conveyance that of- 


Prefident and Council there, Which are on no pretence to be exaded-. 
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ſtrongly reported that Colonel Caillayd, with che Ch tta WW 
Nabob, ſigned a paper offering a reward of 50,000-rupees, ö 


t is further reported, that this paper was carried to Mr, Amyatt, the 
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6 ET: He I} 
Adly If. Colonet Caillaud: ſhould, contrary to our hopes, be found | 


pe pable, you are to make our reſentment of ſo high a crime as 


public ab poſſible, even to the Shahzadah himſelf ; that all the world 


may know how jealous we are of the honour and reputation of the 


Company; and that we ſhall always, to the utmoſt of our power, pre- 


_ ſerve the ſame unſullied, by the ſevereſt reſentment againſt any of our 


ene * 1 28 rank or ſtation, who ſhall violate the ſame. 
1 W 
J. Granan, Sub Secretary. 


7 No Nia of the 33 Orders, the ene and Councit 


of Fort William met in Conſultation on the 13th of May 1769, for 


the purpoſe: of proceeding on the inquiry into the charge againſt Co- 


lonel Caillaud, and then reſolved, That a circular. letter ſhould be 


written to the ſubordinacies, incloſing a copy of the Orders of the Court 
of Directors, and informing them that the Board having determined 


to do their utmoſt to arrive at the truth of this affair, by a full and 


formal inquiry, they therefore directed, That Mr. Luſhington at Patna, 
and Captain Knox at Shawpoor, ſhould be called upon to declare upon 
oath what they knew upon the ſubject. Mr. Amyatt, being then pre- 
ſent at the Board, was alſo called upon to declare all (bat hag come 


within his knowledge relative thereto, 


In  confequence of the above Reſolutions, the following Letter and 
tions were tranſmitted to the Board., and read in Conſultation on 


the * of June 1768, 


Mr. AMYATT's Letter to the Board- 


To we Honourable HENRY VANSITTART, Eſq; Preſident and Go- 
vernor of Fort William, &c. Council. 


te Sir, and Sirs, 

N regard to the paper faid to be ſigned by Colonel Caillaud, to have 
* the Shahzadah aſſaſſinated, which our Honourable Maſters have or- 
dered us to inquire into, and myſelf particularly examined; it being a 
matter of ſo long a ſtanding, that moſt particulars have eſcaped my 
memory : for as 1 never intended to accuſe Colonel Caillaud of 1 N 00 55 
attion, fo I never took any memorandums of any kind of what paſſed 


at that time, But I make no doubt of Colonel Caillaud declaring him- 
ſelf 


wy” T 3 5 

ſelf his having ſealed ſuch a paper, and his reaſon for ſo doing; as 
once I had occaſion to mention to him, in a letter, ſomething relative 
to ſuch a paper, when he returned me for anſwer, in a letter dated the 
roth October 1760, Culna: As to the affair of the three ſeals, as 
* there was nothing particular mentioned in the paper, I have no par- 
« ticular charge to anſwer.” All that F know concerning the paper 
(or rather 'gold-beater's ſkin, on which it was fealed and tranſcribed} 
produced to me by Shetubroy, and wrote in the Perſian language, to 
the beſt of my remembrance, fignified (as he interpreted it to me) 4 
promiſe of a reward of a lack of rupees,” on murdering the Shahzadah ; 
at leaſt he told me the intent of the paper was for that purpoſe, and 
I think alſo mentioned the Zemidary of the Migh country, which 
belonged to Comder Cawn. This paper was given to Carruck Roy 
(Comder Cawn's Buxy), as Shetubroy informed me; for I do not re- 
member whether any body's name was mentioned in it or not; and 
the manner of its coming to my knowledge proceeded, I believe, from 
the poſſeſſor's wanting me to advance a part of the money promiſed: 
for about the roth of May 1760, whilſt the Shahzadah's army was lay- 
ing round the city, and had been repulſed in his attacks, and Captain 
Knox arrived for its relief, Shetubroy came to me one day, and aſked 
me if I would advance any money on it? I doubted the truth of there 
being ſuch a thing, and would not believe him, if he did not ſhew it to 
me. Some days after he came to me again, and told me he believed 
he could get me a fight of the paper, if I would promiſe not to keep 
or deſtroy it; which I accordingly promiſed. Then he pulled it 
' out of his pocket. It was wrote in Perſian, and three Perſian feals 
upon it, which he read to me, as the old Nabob's (Meer Jaffier), the 
Chutta Nabob's, and Colonel Caillaud's; and the contents of the pa- 
per (or rather gold-beater's ſkin) was in manner as before mentioned. 
Many particulars concerning this affair might have happened about 
that time, which at preſent I cannot have a diſtinct idea of, ſo much 
time has elapſed ſince. | 


T have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Calcutta, Your moſt obedient 
23d May 1762. e _ Humble Servant, 


PEE | | PETER AMYATT. 
Sworn in Council, 31ſt May 1762. 
(Signed) HENRY VANSITTART. 
(A true Copy.) . 
J. GRAHAM, Sub Secretary. 
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Pr na 4 | the 1% hy of the . ſig of! 9a wy in thei: 5 letter of 
the 13th May 1762, to William Ellis, Eſq- Chief &c... Council at 


Patna—Mr. Luſhington is now, required by them to declare, upon oath, 
"what he knows, and to make true anſwer to ſuch queſtions as ſhall 
be: aſked him, concerning a deſigu of getting the Shahzadah aſſaſſi- 


nated; . being firſt, PoE: {Pens was ee * Wen as. 


iron YO! "Ids 300 orb ions i aden 


| 2 50 . — any ching of a deſign of procuring the afefidation 
of. r anne or of the igning or N of any paper for that 
Purpoie Kt 
& es, ſome time in "April 1760, in the country K Burdwan, at 
the camp from whence Captain Knox ſet out on his march, for Patna, 
Major now Colonel) John Caillaud, and myſelf, went in the evening 
to pay a viſit to the Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn. After the uſual compli- 


ments, and fitting ſome ſmall time, I was ordered by the Colonel to 
go with the Chutta-Nabob into a tent where Raja Direje Nerran 


Habmed Cawn Koreſhah, and Rajah Futtey Sing, were aſſembled. 
Our buſineſs was to. perſuade thoſe three commanders to attend Cap- 
tain Knox to Patna with their troops. When the Chutta Nabob an 4 


returned to the place where the old Nabob and his company were 


fitting, I think Colonel John Caillaud told me, that the old Nabob 
had informed him, that one Comderoy, a ſervant, of Comder Cawn' 8. 
had offered to cut off the Shahzadah, in conſideration of receiving a 
reward of one lack of rupees; and that the Nabob deſired that his 
(the Colonel's) ſeal ſhould be affixed to the paper given as a promiſ- 
ſory note for that ſum. Colonel Caillaud then ordered me to ſend for 
his ſeal, which was brought, and affixed to a paper which I — 
was to the purport above mentioned. 

Q. Do you know by whom Fe ſaid aa was ſet on foot, or who 
was conſulted in it? | 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know by whom, or when,, or where the above-mentioned 
paper was written; and in what language? - - 

A. I do not know by whom, or when, or bee it was written; 
but I think it was wrote in the Perſian language. 


: Q By 


$7] 
2. By hom, and i in whoſe preſence, was the before-mentioned pa- 


per hegned? _ 

A. It was ſealed with the ſeals of the Nabob Jaffier Ally: Cawns the 
Chutta Nabob, and Colonel John Caillaud. There were preſent the 
three aforeſaid people, whoſe ſeals were affixed; but I cannot ſay 
poſitively that there were any other, except ſome blacks of whom I 
have no knowledge. Captain Knox, I think, went that evening to re- 
ceive his diſmiſſion: but whether he was preſent when the affair of 

the paper was on the carpet, I cannot ſay; nor do I know who it was 
that could inform Colonel Caillaud of the old Nabob's ſentiments 

whilſt I was abſent with the Chutta Nabob. Mr. Haſtings was at the 


time attending the old Nabob in the field; but nes he was at 90 
Durbar that evening I cannot now recolleck. | 

Ne Ag the before-mentioned Paper ever read to 0 you? 

1 Was it ſigned by any perſon e or perſons > on 10048 dos! 
A. No, not that I know of. | A 41 | 


Q. To whom was it delivered * 6 
A. As well as I remember, the” old Nabob took” it t himſelf, ua it 


was ſealed. 
Q. Do you know, or can you relate, any ching ane rouching the 


matter in queſtion 7 | 
A. No. Be 11213 been een 
re pab's Hevn v Losnine ren. 


Taken and ſworn to in 7 Pi, this 21ſt day of May, in wy year of 


our Lord I 702. Before us, 
| Wm. EzLIs. 


SAMUEL HowiTT. 


6 true Copy.) 
T. CREHAR, Sub Secretary: > 


| Captain Knox's Firſt Depoſition. 


gy virtue of a Commiſſion directed to me from his Majeſty's Juſ- 
tices of the Town of Calcutta, I ſummoned Captain RAN DU R- 
LIE KNox before me, who anſwered upon oath to the following in- 
terrogatories ſent me by the nm ann, and Council of 


Calcutta: : 1 
"'*Q Whe- 


Oy . 
Wpether yon know any thing of a deſign of getting the 
Shahzadah aſſaſſinated, or of the ſigning or ſealing a paper for that 

purpoſe By whom the ſaid deſign. was ſet on foot, and who was 
| conſulted upon it and made privy to it? What was the purport of 
tze paper, by whom it was written, and in whoſe preſence? By whom 
it was ſigned or ſealed? When, where, and in whoſe preſence? To 
whom was it delivered ? And in general any other circumſtances you 
may know touching the matter in queſtion. „ 4 
A. I xemember; that on or about the 14th of April 1760, the Na- 
bob and the Engliſh army lying near Burdwan, 1 was carried by Co- 
lonel Caillaud to take leave of the old and young Nabob, in conſe- 
quenee of being ordered with a detachment for the relief of Patna, 
That ſome time after my arrival in the old Nabob's tent, all attendants 
were ordered to withdraw; there remained only the old and young 
Nabob, Colonel Caillaud, Mr. Luſhington, and myſelf. The young 
Nabob then introduced a letter, wrote in Perſian, from a man of con- 
ſequence in the Prince's army, whoſe name I do not recollect, but to 
the beſt of my remembrance he was Buxee to Comder Cawn. In 
this er was a propoſal of cutting off the Shahzadah ; he informed 
the Nabob that he often had it in his power, and would execute it 
for the ſum: of one lack of rupees. As he did not propoſe the ſum 
being delivered to him till he had performed his promiſe, he deſired 
that a bond might be ſent him, ſealed by the old and young Nabob: 
and as he was doubtful of their performing their agreement, though 
they had given it under their hands, he deſired it might be likewiſe 
ſealed by the Engliſh commanding afficer. On ibis being explained 
| 1 Colonel Caillaud by Mr. Luſhington, he at firſt did not ſeem to approve 
1 of it, but the Nabob at that time being very doubtful of the Engliſb friend- 
ip, and ds it was not certain whether that was really a letter wrote 
| by Comder Cawn's Buxee, or one wrote by the Nabob himſelf to try whe- 
Ht ther the Enghſh were in his intereſt or not, Colonel Caillaud ordered Mr. 
th | Luſhington to put his ſeal to it, ſaying, if ut does us no good, it can do us 
f no harm. — I then took my leave of both the Nabobs, and proceeded 
with the detachment under my command to Patna. On my arrival 
there, I found the place beſieged by the Shahzadah. Some days before 
1M the fiege was raiſed, this paper was ſent by Comder Cawn's Buxee 
8 to Shetubroy (the King's Duan), who was then in Patna, who 
| ſhewed it ro Mr. Amyatt, with a propoſal for him to ſign it; and in- 
formed him, as that agreement was made in the province of Bengal, 
and they were then in Bahar, if Comder Cawn's Buxee ſhould per- 


form his agreement, he was doubtful whether the Nabobs and Colonel 
Caillaud 
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Caillaud would ſtand-by theirs, which was his reaſon for defiring Mr. 
Amyatt to put his ſeal to it. To the beſt of my knowledge Mr. 
Amyatt never did put his ſeal to it, and I do not Know what became of 


the paper afterwards. ke 1 | 
i hy 916 ESD RANDFURLIE KNox. | 


Sworn before me, this 7th day of June 2762. Shaw poor. 


Joann BURDETT. 
G true Copy.) ; 
J. GRAHAM, Sub Secretary. 


Further Proceedings of the Council in Conſultation, on 


the 14th June 1762. 


_ 


AHMUP Maaza, Moonſhy, who was under Mr. Luſhington at 
the time this affair is ſaid to have happened, being called before 
the Board, and ſworn on the Khoran, anſwered as follows, the inter- 

rogatories put to him : | | | 1 


Q. Do you know any thing of n deſign of procuring the aſſaſſination 


of the Shahzadah ? 
A. It was well known at that time (1760) to be every body's de- 


fire to cut off the Shahzadah as an enemy, publicly or privately. 


re you know any thing of a paper being executed for that 
purpoſe ? | | : h 
A. Kibul Kiffen, a Moonfhy formerly in the Company's fervice, 
told me that there was ſuch a paper, and that it was delivered to a per- 
fon in the ſervice of Comder Cawn ; and I think Kibul Kiſſen and Mr. 
Luſhington muſt be well acquainted with its contents. 
Q. Who kept Colonel Caillaud's ſeals ? 
A. Mr. Luſhington kept them; and ſometimes one Moonſhy, and 
fometimes another, officiated in ſealing with them. 
Q. 5 you know whether Colonel Caillaud ever put his ſeal to ſuch 
a paper 
A. I do not know; nor am I acquainted with any thing further than 


what I have told, which I heard from Kibul Kiſſen Moonſhy. 


After the above Examination, the Board came to the following refo- 
lutions :—That as many queſtions do occur now, and may hereaftes 


occur to be put to the witneſſes in the further courſe of this. inquiry, 


the mana e hab g the greater diſpatch for arriving at 
the truth of the charge, they ought to be ordered to come, to Calcutta: 
and as Colonel Caillaud's future welfare and reputation materia | 
depend on the iſſue of the inquiry, they think it but juſt that he ſhould 
have of being preſent when the witneſſes are perſonally 
interrogated, or of bringing any evidence which he may * in his 
e to apa himſelf frogs —A ! ĩ ͤ v ˙· wig... 


It is rates * to write e Letters to Fort St. George 
1d b dated this day: ; 


© SS 


Letter to the Govenxon and CovnctL of MaDr as. 
Honourable Sir, 5 Sirs, 1 | 
1 Honourable Company, in the apt of. their Letter under date 

the zoth of September 1761, whereof we now incloſe you copy, 
having directed us to make ſtrict inquiry into the truth of an informa- 
tion they had received regarding a deſign which was formed to aſſaſſi - 
nate the Shahzadah, and to which they had learned Colonel Caillaud 
was a party, we have accordingly: taken the neceſſary ſteps thereto, 
and entered upon ſome examinations. But as we eſteem Colonel 
Cailland's future welfare and reputation to be materially. concerned in 
the iſſue of this inquiry, we think it but juſt that he ſhould be afforded an 
opportunity to bring all the evidence he can to exculpate himſelf from 
the accuſation; and that it would therefore be adviſable that he repair 
to Bengal for that purpoſe, as well as to be preſent at the perſonal exa- 
mination of the Semen whom the e have ordered t to be 


interrogated. 


We therefore hope that lac 1 &e. will grant him your 
permiſſion, and deſire him to proceed to Bengal with all convenient ex- 


ee We _ Ge. * 


TO WILLIAM 1 Hy 2 Chief, &c. Council at Patna. 


Gentlemen, 
E have received your Letter of the 31ſt ult. incloſing copy of Mr. r. 


\ \ Luſhington's atteſted examination. But as we have found it necel- 


fary that all the witneſſes in this affair ſhould be examined further * 
the 


the Board, Mr. Luſhington will hold himſelf in readineſs to come to 


Calcutta, on receipt of our further orders. We are, &&c. &c. 
Calcutta, June the 14th, 1762. 


4 — x e 


Conſultation, 28th June 1762. 
17. occurring to the Board, that it is neceſſary to put ſome further 

queſtions to Meſſrs. Amyatt, Luſhington, and Captain Knox, con- 
cerning the writing expected from Shitabroy, before the arrival of the 
ſaid writing, — agreed, That Meſſrs. M Gwire and Hay do wait on Mr 
Amyatt, and put the following Interrogatories to him on oath, and re- 


port his ſeveral Anſwers to the Board next Council-day. 


| 


| The Queſtions. | 
O you remember on what the writing was wrote, and the ſeals of 
the Nabobs and Colonel Caillaud affixed? Was it on paper, 
parchment, or vellum, or what elſe; and what was the colour, ſize, 


and ſhape of it, to the beſt of your remembrance ? Explain, _ 


- Conſultation, 5th july 1762. 


ESSIEURS M*<Gwire and Har report to the Board, That they 
- waited on Mr. Amyatt, and put to him the Queſtions ordered the 
laſt Council-day; but that Mr. Amyatt having already (in his Letter 
entered in Conſultation of the 31ſt May) informed the Board what he 
knew regarding the ſubſtance, as well as colour of the ſubſtance, on 
which the writing was wrote, only gave an Anſwer to the following 
Interrogatory, vig. 


Q. What was the ſize and ſhape of it, to the beſt of your remem- 
brance? Explain. | ; | 

A. To the beſt of my remembrance the ſize and ſhape of the ſtuff. 
was according to the model I now deliver you ; and the ſeals placed on 
it where I have put three dots on the model. 


Ordered a draught of the model received from Mr. Amyatt to be an- 
nexed to this Conſultation, "- | 


B Draught 
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N ExtraQs.) 
ue J. GRanan, Sub Secretary. 


Mr. Loshmorox- s Second Depoſition. 


MP: LUsHINGToON being again called before us, agreeable to the 
YE orders of the Board, is required, on the oath he has already taken, 


to make true Anſwer to the following Queſtions, v2z. 


Do you remember on what the writing was wrote, and the ſeals 
of the Nabobs and Colonel Caillaud affixed ? Was! it on paper, parch- 
ment, vellum, or what elle? 


A. Fape 
What was the colour, ſize and Wide of it, to the beſt of your re- 


mem brance? Explain. | 
A. It was of the common colour of moſt country paper; but 


as to the ſize and ſhape I cannot charge my memory, for it was never 
in 


E 
in my hands; nor did J ever ſee it more than once, and that at fore 


n GEE. 
Har LUSH ING TON. 


Taken a; ſworn to in «Pub this gth day of July, in the year 
of our mpg a before us, 
| WILLIAM ELLIS. 
oy | SAMUEL How1TT. 
od owt! (A true Copy.) 
355 bes Rats Sub Secretary. 


Captain Knox's wud Depoſition 


BY virtue of a commiſſion directed to me from his Majeſty's 1 
of the town of Calcutta, I ſummoned, Captain Randfurlie Knox 
before me, who anſwered upon oath to the following Interrogatories 
ſent me by the Honourable Preſident and Council of Fort William: 


Do you remember on what the writing was wrote, and the ſeals | 
of the Nabobs and Colonel Caillaud afhxed ? | 
A. I do. 
Q. Was it on paper, parchment, vellum, or what elſe ? 
A. It was wrote upon paper. 
What was the colour, ſhape, and ſize of it? 
A. To the beſt of my remembrance, the paper it was wrote on was 


white, and folded up in the form of a Perſian letter. 
RANDFURLIE Knox. 


Sworn before me this 14th day of 
July 1762, at Shawpoor, 
Joun BURDETT. 


* true Copy.) 
J. Wenn Sub Secretary. 


Captain Knox's Third Depoſition. 


Y virtue of a commiſſion directed to me from his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the town of Calcutta, I ſummoned Captain Randfurlie Knox 
befote me, who anſwered on oath to the following Interrogatories 


ſear me by the Honourable the Preſident and Council of Fort William: 
| Ba” : Q. What 


1 \ 
”Y What tins in the evening did you go" with can Caillaud to 
the old Nabob's tent ? VET: 

A. About five o'clock. _ 
| * Did ws 7 71 80 along v AA ou, and Colonel Cail- 

a 

A. Yes. 

; Q How long did yo Nay Vith che Nabob dies” you with your 
cave? _ 

A. To the beſt of my remembrance, about two hours. 

, Was Mr. Luſhington there all that time? 

A: Yes, to the beſt of my remembrance. 

Q. Was the Chutta Nahob there all that time? be 

A. Yes, 

2 Was Colonel Caillayd there all that time ? 
| What was it Mr. Laddngton pd to Cue Cailtzud ? 
Was it the letter from Comdar Cawn's Buxee ; or was it the bond ſaid 
to be wrote in conſequence; or both? And what was the purport and 
meaning of the bond ? 

A. It was both the letter and bond; and to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, the purport and meaning of the bond was offering 
Comdar Cawn's Buxee one lack of rupees, for cutting off the 
Shahzadah ; and at the ſame time promiſing him Comdar Cawn's 


country. 
. Was it the letter or the bond which Colonel Caillaud ordered Mr. 


Luſhington to put his ſeal ro; or both? 

A. To the beſt of my remembrance, it was to the bond Colonel 

Caillaud ordered Mr. Luſhington to put his ſeal. 
Was the ſeal put, or was it not? 

A. Yes, the ſeal was put. 

Q. Who put the ſeal? | 

A. Mr. Luſhington, by order of Colonel Caillaud. 

Q. You have ſaid, that Shittabroy ſhewed the paper to Mr. Amyatt 
at Patna, with a propoſal for him to ſign it; was you preſent when 
the paper was ſhewed by Shittabroy to Mr. Amyatt? 

A. I was preſent when it was ſhewn, and explained by Shittabroy 
to Mr. Amyatt, in Ramnaraine's Durbar in Patna, during the time the 
place was beſieged by the Shahzadah. + 8 

(f not) How do you know Shittabroy's reaſons for deſiring Mr. 
Amyatt to put his ſeal or ſign to it; or any thing elſe that paſſed on 


the occaſion ? 
A. I was 


25 E as 1 


A. I was preſent when Shittabroy gave Mr. Amyatt thoſe reaſons I 
have ſworn to in my former depoſition ; and there was nothing elſe 


that How? den them io my knowledge. 


| RanDFURLIE KNox, 
Sworn before me this 8th ee of Auguſt 

ö 1762, at Lee as ; 
Joun BuxDEeTT. 


(A true Copy.) 
J. Ga HAM, Sub Secretary. 


In Conſultation, Auguſt the 26th, 1762. 


Received the following Letter from the Preſident and 
Council at Fort St. Os by the Ship Clinton, dated 
the 12th Inſtant. 


To the Honourable HENRY VANSITTART, Preſident and Governor 
and Council at Fort William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

WE have received your Letters of the 14th of June laſt, with an ex- 

tract of the Letters from the Court of Directors, dated zoth Sep- 
tember 1761. Colonel Caillaud has been acquainted with the purport 
of them, and accordingly takes his paſſage on the Camden. The long 
knowledge we have had of his character, and his generous as well as 
humane manner of atimg even againſt his enemies, gives us the greateſt hopes 
that he will be able in the eaſieſt and cleareſt manner to juſtify his 
conduct, not only to the fatisfaftion of you, Gentlemen, on the ſpot, 
but alſo to the obtaining a greater confidence from his Honourable 


Employers, 


We are, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Gro. PicorT. | 
STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
RoperRT PALK. | 
CHARLFs BoOUCHIER. 
Joann Pyzus. 

osIAH DuPRE, 

5 — ALEXANDER, 
Joun CALL. 
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FURTHER PROCEEDINGS of EN 


GOVERNOR and COUNCIL, relating 
to Colonel CAFLEAUD,; after his Arrival 
at Calcutta. . 


_- Fart William the th u Ocaber 155 [ 
At a Conſultation ; Preſent, | 
The Word ful Peter Amyatt, Eſquire, Preſident. 


William M Guire, Eſq. William. Hay, 3 
Warren Haſtipgs, Eſquire. Hugh Watts, Os 
The Governor indiſpoſed. | 


Colonel Caillaud now delivers in the following 

Colonel Caillaud's letter, dated this day, containing an apology for 

Defence, L. R. No. 14. his conduct, in CONE to the charge e 
| againſt him. | 


To the Honourable Henky VANSITTART, Eſquire, Preſident and. 
Governor, &c. Gentlemen of Sana. at Fort William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
I compliance to the orders which you have received relating to me, 

from the honourable the Court of Directors, in a poſtſcript of a letter, 
under date the 7th October 1761, in which you are directed and 
required to cauſe the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial inquiry to be made 
into a report, That in conjunction with the Chuta Nabob, I had ſigned 
a paper, offering a reward of fifty thouſand rupees, or ſome ſuch 
& ſum, to ſeveral black perſons, for the aſſaſſination of the Shahzadah ; 
« which paper was offered to Mr. Amyatt, the then chief of Pata, 
* for him to ſign; but which he refuſed, as a moſt infamous mea- 
e ſure: This, Gentlemen, is the ſubſtance of the charge to which I 
am now to reply. 


6 Unfa- 


T 5 } 

- Unfavourable as the firſt appearance of the action may ſeem againſt 
me, I cannot but hope that when, in the courſe. of this my apology; 

you are made acquainted with the reaſons for my concurring and con- 
ſenting to this (as it muſt have appeared) ſo unjnſtifiable a meaſure; 
and when all the circumftances attending on it are laid before you, 
I flatter myſelf that I may be able ſo far to juſtify my conduct to the 
world, my employers, and you, as to ſatisfy them that if I have gone 
too far, it was from the beſt of motives, and with the beſt of inten- 
tions; ſuch at leaſt as at that time, and ever ſince, have acquitted me in 
my own breaſt of any ſenſe of guilt; and happy ſhall I be, if I can 
make my actions appear in the ſame light to the unprejudiced and im- 
partial part of mankind. ; 


Could I have foreſeen or expected that one day I might be called upon 
to anſwer what is now ſo heavily laid to my charge, or had my heart 
ever once at the time, or afterwards, reproached me with that tranſ- 
action as a crime, which is now made one of ſo foul a nature againſt 
me; is it to be ſuppoſed but that I would have taken ſuch precautions 
to guard againſt the conſequences, as naturally muſt have preſented 
themſelves to a mind conſcious of guilt, or of a fault? On the con- 
trary, as my conſcience never reproached me, ſo my conduct, in con- 
ſequence, was agreeable to the ſelf-known honeſty and innocence of 

my intentions: on this account, therefore, I made no fecret of what 
had paſſed, but on all occaſions openly and publicly avowed it; even 
the very day after, my firſt ſtep was, to make the Governor (then Mr. 
Holwell) acquainted with it; a copy of which letter I ſhall produce, 
and in which the fact is told in all truth and fincerity ; but in ſuch a 
ſtyle alſo, as I think muſt ſupport what I declare to have been my real 
ſentiments and motives in this affair : I ſhall bring alſo a letter, wrote 
the morning of that evening in which I acquieſced with the Nabob 
in that meaſure, and in which I think many ſtriking proofs will be 


found for the truth of what I advance in favour of my cauſe. | 


From whence then could this conſciouſneſs of fecurity to myſelf 
ariſe ? Guilt could never have produced it. Sure, then, it could only 
proceed from a ſtrong ſelf- conviction, that the meaſure to which I 
then gave my concurrence could never take place; but to the appear- 
ances to which I was obliged to ſubmit, from the neceſſity of the 
times, and to avoid greater ills which then threatened us, as well from 
the perplexing and critical ſituation of affairs in general, as from the 
natures and diſpoſitions of the people with whom 1 had to deal. Z 
< 


» 
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1 As a further teſtimony of the truth of what I am now advancing 


towards my vindication; and as a proof that the action muſt have ap- 
peared to others in the ſame light as it did to me at the time, I appeal 
to the gentlemen then preſent, Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhing ton, 
for their ſentiments on the affair: For, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
I cannot recolle& that either of them once made any objection, or 
expreſſed that juſt abhorrence which naturally would ariſe againſt.an 
action ſuch as I am charged with. Could this proceed from any cauſe, 
but their ſeeing the whole tranſaction with all its attending circum- 
ſtances in the ſame favourable point of view in which it appeared to 
me? Muſt they not, like me, have been ſatisfied and convinced that 


it was an idle and vain ſcheme that could never take place, but to 


which my concurrence was abſolutely neceſſary, to amuſe and keep up 


the idle fooliſh hopes of the Nabob and his ſon, who required no leſs 


a proof (as we then ſtood affected towards each other) to ſatisfy them, 
and remove thoſe fears and jealouſies from which we had every thing 
to apprehend. TEN En FH ve 185 „ 


Thus urged, thus impelled, I made no ſcruple of acting to the beſt 
of my judgment and abilities for the public ſervice. To forward that 


alone was my only aim, and engroſſed all my attention; to that I 


ſacrificed all fears that the means by which I purſued it were in 


appearance unjuſtifiable. But fears indeed I had none, but ſuch as 


was ever ready to deſpiſe when the public good and my private ſafe- 
ty came in competition: others in my ſituation might have acted 


with more prudence; but none, I will venture to affirm, with more 
innocence of heart, or better intentions: had I been guilty, I had the 
means in my power, with eaſe, to have concealed it: had I been leſs 
zealous, I had proceeded with more caution, and given more attention 


to my own perſonal ſafety than to the dangers of the public cauſe. 


But from this my own report, Gentlemen, neither the world nor 


you can judge or be ſatisfied. I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſupport 


what 1 have already offered in my vindication, by ſuch' proofs as, 


from the nature of the accuſation againſt me, I ſhall be able to col- 


le. Theſe proofs ſhall conſiſt in a fair and impartial account of the 


-tranſaQtion itſelf, with all the circumſtances attending it that I can 


poſſibly charge my memory with; and by my own account of the 


event immediately after it happened. —The difficulties I labour under 


in my defence are obvious, by being obliged to anſwer to fo unex- 


pected a charge, at fo great a diſtance of time, there being now above 
- . | two 


( #7 
two years elapſed; in which ſpace many circumſtances muſt have 
eſcaped me, as well as the gentlemen who were preſent, which, could 
we recolle&, might have much favoured and aſſiſted my cauſe. How- 
ever, ſuch allowances and aſſiſtance, in this and in every other re- 
ſpect, as may be expected from men of honour, candour, and genero- 
 fity, I am ſatisfied I may expect, and that I ſhall receive, Gentlemen, 


fene 


To this account of the fact itfelf ſhall be joined authenticated extracts 
from my correſpondence at that time; and from theſe I hope the real 
motives of my action will appear in their ſtrongeſt and moſt favour- 
able light, as will alſo what I have advanced as to the then critical 
ſituation of our affairs. But for the truth of this I may further ap- 
to many of the preſent Members of the Council, who muſt have 
a perfect knowledge, as well of our condition at that time, as of the 
nature of the men- with whom I was obliged to act. 


From the depoſitions already taken, and the further queſtions I 
may have. to aſk of Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhington, I hope alſo 
much may appear in my favour: what I have to ſay in my own 
cauſe may be doubted ; but that, when ſtrengthened by the teſtimony 
of others, cannot be controverted. Happy ſhall I eſteem myſelf, if 
altogether I can ſatisfy my Employers, and you, Gentlemen, that I 
have not deſerved the injury done my reputation. | 


I am greatly encouraged to hope, from the reception I have met 
with ſince my arrival here, that no prejudices are entertained to my 
diſadvantage. On the contrary, I have all the reaſon to be ſatisfied, 
that my cauſe will be aſſiſted by all the generous concern which hu- 
man minds can feel (without prejudice to honour, truth, or juſtice) for 
errors in which the heart had no ſhare. 


May I venture to conclude this by an appeal to the courſe of my 
conduct through life? Have I ever, to the knowledge of any man, 
betrayed in my actions, my converſation, or my manners, a want of 
humanity? or in my nature and diſpoſition ſhewn that I had not the 
feelings of a man? and may I, without an imputation of vanity, ra- 
ther flatter myſelf, that amongſt my friends and my acquaintance, I 
was held in ſome eſteem for the practice of a few virtues the moſt 

ſite to ſuch a character? Is it poſſible, then, that I could in one 
minute ſo far change my nature 488 that at once forgetting all that 
was 


| "a due to myſelf, to honour, to ape and to humanity, 1 could 
| | ws guilty of the crime _ to my charge? e PR 


There: are none of you, Gentlemen, here, vey * are well ac- 


; quainted with the Shah Zaddah's firſt attempts in the year 1759, who 
then entered the Subahſhip' of Bahar, at the head of an army, which 


gave the firſt riſe to the troubles and confuſion that for a time ſo 
diſtracted this government. Colonel Clive, with his uſual conduct, 
activity, and ſucceſs, baſMed with eaſe his firſt attempts, and obliged 
him to retire over the Caramnaſcerah, the boundaries of the Patna 
province; and there was room to hope, that all borther troubles Tom: 
that” quarter were happily over. 


However, early in the year 1760, the Prince was encouraged by 
the number of diſaffected Rajahs and Jemydars of theſe provinces 
(who all promiſed. to ſupport his cauſe) once more to try his fortune. 
You are well informed of his firſt ſucceſſes by the defeat of Ramnou- 
an, the Subah then of Patna ; of my march, in conjunction with the 
Nabob's ſon, to the relief of that city; and of our ſucceſs againſt the 
Prince, whoſe ay was defeated at Circey on the 22d of February. 


The bad uſe that was made of this victory, the cauſes of which are 
well known, gave the Prince time to collect his ſcattered adherents; 
and the then ſituation of the province of Bengal gave him hopes, 
that he might better carry the point, by ſtriking at once at the root 
before we could prevent the miſchief; which determined him to 
move for that province, leaving behind him every thing that could 
retard his march, and with an army compoſed almoſt of nothing but 


cg . 


The old Nabob was then in Bengal, and had taken the field at the 
head of an army, as mutinous, diſobedient, and ill appointed, as a 
body of troops could be, to whom there was owing vaſt arrears of 
pay, and. even without money for their immediate ſubſiſtence, The 
occaſion of his taking the field at firſt, was with an intention to reduce 
to obedience the Nabob of Pyrneah, who had thrown off his allegiance, 
and was encamped on the banks of the Ganges, with an army well 
appointed and well paid of 30 thouſand men; and beſides this force, 
by whom the Shah Zaddah expected to be joined, there was allo a 
body of Morattoes that had entered the province from Catack, and 


were then in the heart of Bengal, plundering and deſtroying the moit 
| fruitful 


19 ] 
fruitful part of the province; and this was the ſituation ft affairs in 
this ne 501 the ais of March. 1 


| Mr. Holwell was then Governor, and had, ſucceeded 833 Clive, | 
who had failed for Europe ſome time in February : while he remain- 
ed, ſuch was his influence and aſcendency over the Nabob, that he was 
kept within ſome bounds ; but no ſooner was that check removed, 
than he began to purſue ſuch meaſures as gave Mr. Holwell (and in- 
deed with juſtice) very early impreſſions to his diſadvantage z and as 
Mr. Holwell did not conceal his ſentiments, the Nabob was ſoon: ap 
priſed of them; and thus a mutual diſtruſt and jealouſy of each other 


was very early and firmly eſtabliſhed. I own the Nabob's conduct 


was ſuch, that though my way of acting was different, yet my real 
opinion of him was to the full as bad as Mr. Holwell's; but our 
reſpective thoughts on this ſubject will beſt appear by the ſubjoined 


extracts of our letters, one of mine to the Governor, dated the 27th 


February, and his en of the 11th-of March, 


het 


Extract of Colonel 2 ; Letter to Mr. HoLWELL, dated Shah 
Zadahpour, #708 February 1760. 


HE more I ſee of the Nabob, the more I am rise he muſt 
de ruined in ſpite of all our endeavours, if he does not alter his 
9 preſent meaſures: he is neither loved nor feared by his troops nor 


his people ; he neglects ſecuring the one by the badneſs of his pay- 


„ ments ; and he wants ſpirit and ſteadineſs to command the other: 
* as no one knows him better than you, Sir, no one is more proper 
to give him the neceſſary advice on the occaſion; nor can you too 
* forcibly or frequently repreſent to him the fatal conſequences, if he 
6 e in * folly.” 


Extract of Mr. HoLwELL's Anſwer, dated Calcutta, 1 ch March 1760. 


9 PHE judgment you have formed of the Nabob is too juſt, Weak- 
neſs, irreſolution, ſuſpicion, and conſequently cruelty, form his 

* diſpoſition ; what but the iſſue you predict can reſult from theſe, 
„ when joined to a moſt ungracious and infolent demeanour, which 
has made him univerſally hated and deſpiſed ? We muſt, however, 
G& 2 « ſupport 


1 
1 


LE 4 - 


(es } | 


« ſupport him and his government as long as we poſſi bly can, with- 


out involving ourſelves and our Employers in his ruin. When this 
appears, it will be time to think a little further, as I judge there is 
* no treaty ſubſiſting eeweem us, that can exact that ſacrifice from 
1s us.” © 


III, however, as it appears I thought of the Nabob, yet [ 79 on 
all oceaſions to ſoften matters between him and Mr. Holwell : I knew 
and apprehended the fatal conſequences of ſuch jealouſies and divifions 


amongſt us; which in the end could but increaſe our e, 


and add to the confuſion and perplexity of our ſituation. 5 


Among the many ſubjects of contention between them, there were 
two in particular that much widened the breach, and in che . 
op which I thought there were faults on both ſides. Hl 


The Nabob at this time had been particularly earneſt with Mr. Hol- 
well, with regard to the protection that was continued to a perſon 
called Roydoolabram, againſt whom there were very ſtrong proofs, 
that he had been very inſtrumental in promotingthe troubles which then 
reigned in that country; that he bad avoured the Prince's cauſe, and 
aſſiſted him with money; and that it was owing principally to his re- 
preſentations and advice, that the Prince had begun his march towards 
Bengal; and that the Morattoes had entered the province. It was cer- 
tain that the force of any accuſation which the Nabob could bring againſt 
this man, was much weakened by the knowledge we bad of his mo- 
tives, and the many attempts he had before made, at the expence of 
truth, to induce us to withdraw our protection from him: But at this 
time my ſuſpicions of his conduct were not grounded. ſo much on what 
the Nabob advanced againſt him, as from my own knowledge of facts 
which proved that he not only then encouraged, but was aſſiſting the 
Prince's cauſe. I did not think therefore that all was done that might 
have been done, to give the Nabob ſatisfaction in this affair: Though 
Imuſt do Mr. Holwell the juſtice to ſay, that notwithſtanding our 
ſentiments differed on this ſubject, yet he had ſo much regard to my 
repreſentations, as to have the man confined to his houſe, and nar- 
rowly watched. Our opinions will beſt appear on this ſubject alſo, by 
two ſhort extracts of one of my letters to him, dated the 4th of March, 
and his anſwer of the 12th. 


Extract 


12 


Extra of Colonel 1 Caillaud's ane to Mr. Holwell, dated Camp at 
 Circey, the 4th March 1760. 


« PH ERE was a report that Roydoolabram and Nuncomar were con- 
fined. I could have wiſhed to have ſeen it confirmed in your laſt 
4 letter; as to. the latter, I know nothing of him, but for the former, 
« I am convinced he has been the principal perſon concerned in all 
< theſe troubles. , His confinement, if true, will, I think, be a great 
« means to ruin the Shah Zaddah and his party—as his intereſt and 
% money have been the principal means of his ſupport. 


Extract of Mr. Holwell's Anſwer, dated Calcutta, 12th March 1760. 


©] Muosr differ in ſentiments with you touching Roydoolabram' s ſfup- 
| porting him (meaning Sabur, the chief of the Morattoes, who were 
* in the country) or the Shah Zaddah ; narrowly watched as he has 
« been, it is hardly poſſible he could have furniſhed either with ſup- 
* plies; and for the further ſecurity of him, I have removed him and 
© his ſons into the centre of the town, where they are, and ſhall re- 
main cloſe Fine until theſe troubles ſubſide.“ 


This affair was one of thoſe which at firſt begun the diſtruſts and 
doubts that ſubſiſted between the Governor and the Nabob; but ano- 
ther of a more ſerious nature that happened about this time increaſed it 
to ſuch a degree, as ſtill made my ſi tuation between them more and 
more perplexed. It will be neceſſary, however, before I mention this 
event, that I mention what became of the Prince, and of bus cxpedt- 
tion into the N province. | 


As we had the earlieſt intelligence of the Prince's march ol de- 
ſigns, the young Nabob was then convinced, but too late, of his folly ; 
and to make what amends he could for it, he agreed to purſue any 
meaſures I would propoſe: there was but one left, which was to fol- 
low the Prince as faſt as we could; and though it could not be ex- 
pected, from the nature of our troops, that we could come up with 
his army, yet we kept ſo cloſe to him, as entirely prevented his put- 
ting in «execution any part of his plan of operations, expecting his 
being joined by the Morattoes. As for us, after the junction was made 
between the old Nabob's army and ours, we marched, in hopes of 
bringing the Prince to another engagement, -which he as cautiouſly 

avoided ; 
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| 3 n what with lucky and unlucky hours, and every 


ſort of ddey and diſappointment that could attend irreſolution in coun- 


eil and cowardice in execution, we loſt many opportunities; the laſt 
the beſt, when I came up near enough to the rear of the Prince's army 


eannonade them; but from which they ſoon got out of reach; and 
e Prince finding he could not make any thing of it, while he had our 
army to contend with, took the ſame route back, by which he came; 


and'thus ended his fruitleſs attempt in Bengal; and as ſoon as we were 


fatiohed of his retreat, our army, in conjunction with the two Na- 
bobs and their forces, marched towards the .city of Muxadavad. 


It was about this time that I ee a letter — Mr. Holwell, 
dated the 7th April, informing me; that he had found out that the 
Nahob was carry ing on a correſpondence with the Prince, and of ſo inju- 
rious'a nature to the mutual engagements which we were under to each 
other, as deſerved our warmeſt reſentment, deſiring me that I would uſe 
all the means in my power to come at the truth of it; that he, for his 
part, had been employing an emiſfary with Cander Khan, the man who 
was then the Prince's principal ſupport, The conſequence of this 
emiffary's negociations. (of the nature of which I never was made ac- 
quainted, whether by letter or meſſage) was no leſs than Mr. Hol- 


well's Wa in anſwer a phirmaund from the Prince with many 


fair offers, and incloſing a copy, as it is ſaid, of the Nabob's addreſs, 
into the authenticity of which I was to inquire. Thus a correſpond- 
ence was eſtabliſhed between Mr. Holwell and the Prince, at the 
ſame time that he was fo n reproaching che Nabob with a 1 5 of 
the ſame nature. 


The firſt intimation I had given me of this affair, was previous to 
Mr. Holwell's letter, and came to me from ſome of the perſons about 
the Nabob, informing me that the Nabob was acquainted with the 
whole tranſaction, and was under the greateſt uneaſineſs and appre- 


henſions about it; for which I own I thought he had but too much rea- 


ſon; for as he could not know Mr. Holwell's motives, ſuch a circum- 
ſtance at the time muſt have much affected him, and made a very ſtrong 
impreſſion on his mind. I did not then immediately give my ſenti- 
ments to Mr. Holwell on the affair; but ſome time after, upon his 
mentioning, in a letter to me, that his meſſengers coming from the 
Prince had been plundered of their letters, which, he ſaid, could not 
be done by any but ſome of the Nabob's emiſſaries, I could not helpin 


my anſwer to him in a general letter of the firſt of May, ſaying 
Extract 


( By } 
a0 Carol anno e roles 3d 1 * 
Extract of Colonel CAILLAUD's Letter to the Board, dated Morads 
ar r ord” e een Wage eee ROOT! 6 CERES. | 


&< N the Preſident's letter of the 24th ultimo, he informs me, that the 
„4 returning Hircarrahs from Cander Khan had been plundered of 
* the letters they had. I am concerned indeed at it, but not ſo much 
e from any great loſs the letters can be; but that if they have fallen 
«© into the Nabob's hands, he will have reaſon to think it very extra- 
“ ordinary, that at the ſame time we are reproaching him with cat- 
„% rying on a correſpondence without our knowledge, to find ſuch 
« proofs againſt us of our doing the like, with another diſagreeable 
i eircumſtance attending it, letters in the ſame packet for men his 
& known and profeſſed enemies, ſuch as Rajahram and Nuncomar.” 
To ſet the above circumſtances in the cleareſt light I can, circum- 
ſtances which I think muſt ſtrongly tend towards my juſtification, I 
will now lay before you, Gentlemen, an extract of that letter from 
the Governor, dated the 7th April, in which he firſt makes me ac- 
quainted both with his own correſpondence, and that which he ſuſ- 
. pected the Nabob was carrying on with the Prince; and to this I ſhall 
ſubjoin my anſwer of the 15th of April, which I will beg of you to 
obſerve was wrote the morning of that very day, on which, with the 
Nabob and his ſon, I ſigned that paper with regard to the Prince. 


Extract of Mr. HoLwzLi's Letter to Colonel CAILLAUD, dated 
| Calcutta, the 7th April 1760, 


te I AM now to touch on a ſubje& to you, which appears to me to 
« require our greateſt attention. Some days ago I wrote 
* Mr. Haſtings concerning an information that was given me, that 
* the old Nabob had ſent a truſty perſon with a ſubmiſſive arazee to the 
* Shah Zaddah, in which he exculpated himſelf, by throwing the 
*© whole blame of the oppoſition made to his arms, on the machina- 
tions of the Engliſh. Mr. Haſtings, in his letter in anſwer. to 
e mine, ſeemed to think it impoſſible ſuch a ſtep could have been 
taken by the Nabob, or indeed that he could have ſent any arazee at 
© all; however, in a ſubſequent letter from him, of the 27th, he 
finds out, that an arazee was ſent, though different in purport to 
* that I informed 1 of: as I thought it moſt eſſential to us, to trace, 
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« 3f poſſible, the truth, I employed an emiſſary to Camgar Khan; the 
„ conſequence of Which has been a phirmaund from the Shah Zad- 
% dah, encloſing a copy of the old Nabob's arazee to him, with an 
« apology for not ſending the original; a n= 7 ag the copy I ' ſend 
% you encloſed,” and requeſt your ſentiments, how and in what light 
„ this appears to you. If the copy is authentic, the caſe is plain, 
4 that this man, for whom we have drawn the ſword, would not 
5. ſeruple, if drove to any extremity, to make his peace by the ſa- 
«-crifice of his protectors. The phirmaund, I ſuppoſe, differs little 
zin matters from that he ſent you; he reminds me of the obliga- 
tions the Engliſh lay under to his anceſtors; and offers à carte 
«blanche for the Company, provided we will draw our forces off from 
that doer of evil, and join them to his ſtandard, which he adviſes 
«© me he has at preſent fixed at Surgur; and in a few days purpoſes to 
« eretit in Muxadavad, &c,” | my 
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Extract of Colonel CATI LAVUn's Anſwer, dated Camp at Dignagur, 
PP nee.. 
1 1 AM now to anſwer your two laſt obliging favours of the 7th and 
% K 9th; the receipt of which I acknowledged in my laſt of the 
„ 12th inſtant. In order to come to the truth with regard to the 
* Nabob's arazee to the Prince, Mr. Haſtings had recourſe to the 
* Nabob's Perſian writer; a man who has on many occaſions given 
* him proofs of attachment and fidelity. The moment he ſet his eyes 
n the paper, he declared it to be a forgery : may I beg leave to 
„refer you to Mr. Haſtings for the reaſons he gave for it, as that gen- 
“ tleman's knowledge in the language will enable him to give you a 
&« clearer idea of theſe diſtinctions in addreſſes and the ſtyle of their 
& letters, than I can pretend to; for my part I own, after Mr. Haſ- 
* tings had repeated them to me, they were ſo ſatis factory as to con- 
« vince me, the probability of its being a forgery was greatly in the 
&* Nabob's favour. OY” 5 5 | 


* Two days, Sir, before I received your letter, the Nabob and his ſon 
were with me, and I found the old man big with ſomething that 
* he did not well know how to begin breaking to me; I helped him 
&« forward all I could, by thoſe kind of aſſurances which often open the 
hearts of men, and he then told me that he had wrote to the Prince, and 


«© had received an anſwer, ſuch a one as gave him hopes with other 
SE | « circum- 


1 h 18 I 
© circumſtances, that the Prince might be inclinable to treat, and put 
« himſelf perhaps in his power; but that he knew he (the Prince) 
& vould not do this, without I: would be his ſecurity for his ſafety: 
© the Nabob was deſirous to know, in ſuch a cafe, how I would act; 
&« hut the main drift of his diſcourſe was, to find out, in ſhort, how 
« far I would be conſenting, in caſe, by the means of this treaty, the 
&« Prince would truſt himſelf fo far in his power as to give him 
% an opportunity of diſplaying the true eaſtern ſyſtem of politics, 
„% by. cutting him off. You may eaſily, Sir, gueſs my anſwer, That 
« Þ was ready to do every thing for his ſervice conſiſtent with the ho- 
% nour of my country, and the ſacred regard we paid to our word; 
* and beſides, that if the Prince made any addreſs to me on this ſub- 
i ject of ſecurity, I muſt firſt have your inſtruQtions in the affair; 
& and thus the converſation ended. I made it my bulineſs after- 
&< wards to enquire among ſome of the Nabob's people, on what 
grounds he founded theſe hopes of getting the Prince in his power, 
© but they all aſſured me, as I ſuſpected, That they were no more 
„ than the idle reports of ſome of his minions, who knew ſuch ſto- 
« ries would be well received and credited, and ſo found their advan- 
© tage in flattering his fooliſh hopes. Fn eee Ed 


« Tt is a very unfortunate circumſtance that we have to do with fo 
© weak a man, who neither from principle nor merit deſerves the dig- 
© nity of the ſtation we have raiſed him to; and in which he could 
*« not remain twenty-four hours, if we were to withdraw our protec- 
t tion from. him, and on which he now ſo much depends, that I am 
© obliged to give him a guard of ſepoys for the ſafety of his perſon. 
<« Tt does not appear to me, however, in juſtice or in reaſon, that we 
©. ought to ſupport him in the purſuit of unjuſtifiable meaſures, ſuch 
© as he follows, in regard to the not diſcharging the vaſt arrears 
&« due to his troops, who, to a man, have publicly declared they will 
% not draw their ſwords in his cauſe, and that only the fear of us 
<« prevents their uſing them againſt him: the conſequences of which 
« will be, as to his part, that while he is not afraid of his head, he 
„ never will ſatisfy them; and to us, that though we may protect him 
<« againſt immediate danger to his perſon, we muſt relinquiſh the hopes 
« of ſeeing the country free from troubles, while he keeps a body of 
* troops he will not pay regularly, and over whom he has conſequently 
* no command. This rotten ſyſtem we might ſtill, in ſome meaſure, 
“ ſupport, were we always aſſured none but the country powers would 


« diſturb us. But I believe it 18 than probable, that the French 
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« and Dutch, if not both, may ſome time or other renew their 


1 attempts to 7 concerned, and with how much the more probability 


* 


of ſucceſs from the diſtracted ſtate of the country, mow the Nabob 


e continues to govern it ſo ill: the firſt opportunity, I propoſe repre- 
„ ſenting all this to him in the ſtrongeſt light I poſſibly can, and 


* ſhould our opinions agree, I ſhould take it as a favour if you would 
«encloſe a letter from yourſelf on the ſubject; I will deliver it, and 
*« take that opportunity, as the beſt; tu try what can be done by 


« working on his fears; the only way; indeed, I am convinced; of 


„% managing him to our advantage and his good. In particular, Sir, 
„vou will pleaſe to enforce the payment of his troops, hinting, that 
if he delays it, I have 1 orders not to n their taking their 
« own meaſures.” _ 


* 


Fm this letter, is think, 1 my real Ae ende way: be 


5 judged to appear in their ſtrongeſt light; and if ſuch was my way of 


thinking in the morning, it may be well ſuppoſed they might in a 
great degree influence the meaſures to which 1 concurred in the even- 
ing. My natural abhorrence of any bad or baſe action appears, I 
think, ſtrongly expreſſed; nor is it leſs evident from what follows im- 
mediately after, how much reaſon and juſtice I had to treat any in- 
formation of that ſort from the Nabob, with all that degree of con- 
tempt. and diſbelief which it merited. After I was convinced and 
ſatisfied, from my enquiries, how little foundation there was for the 
truth and probability of any ſuch event taking place, had not this 


latter proof ſtrongly. prepoſſeſſed me, it is evident, I think, that I 


ſhould: have followed my firſt ſentiments, which ſeem the moſt agree- 
able to my diſpoſition and nature. My opinion of the Nabob's ſituation 
and our own proſpeQs, are painted in their true colours, and may. 
ſerve allo to prove how ues my own ſituation muſt are been at 
the time. 


All theſe circumſtances conſidered, did it not become abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for me to give the Nabob ſome ſuch proof as would ſatisfy 


him, and calm thoſe fears and apprehenſions which the tenour of Mr. 
Holwell's conduct had ſo ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind? Bad as I 
thought of the whole ſyſtem, yet I was bound by all the means in my 
power to ſupport it. A mutual confidence between me and the Nabob: 
was eſſentially neceſſary for this purpoſe, and could it be done more 
effectually than by removing the cauſe of his miſtruſt? In a few hours. 
after, ſuch an opportunity offers; and was it not my buſineſs and my 

duty 
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127 ] 
duty to embrace it? the proof, of ſuch a nature as beſt could anſwer 
every good purpoſe which I could propoſe: from it: a proof the beſt 
calculated in point of time and circumſtance that could happen, and 
the ſtrongeſt ſelf- conviction, when I gave it, that the meaſure which 


it hath appeared to tend to, was ſuch as I knew could never take 


place. Let me requeſt, Gentlemen, that the evidence which this let- 
ter conveys of the true ſtate of my mind at that time, may have all 
the weight and attention I think it deſerves ; and how ſtrong the pre- 


ſumption, that it muſt have influenced me in the act which followed 


almoſt immediately after. 


To the tranſaction itſelf I am now come; and as many particulars 
as I can charge my memory with attending on it, I ſhall relate. 


On the 15th of April, in the evening, I waited on the Nabob; 
my intention in the viſit was to introduce Captain Knox to take his 
leave, as he was the next day to march for Patna, with a detachment 
under his command ; and I further wanted to engage the Nabob to 
ſend with him a body of cavalry: Mr. Luſhington, as my interpreter, 
of courſe was with me. | | | 


We called in our way firſt on the Nabob's ſon, with whom we ſtaid 
a few minutes, and I remember his preſenting me at that time with a 
palanquin, which he had promiſed me a long time before, and had 
come up that day from Muxadavad. The little circumſtances which 
I may throw into the courſe of this my account of the affair, are 
meant only to ſhew, that I am poſſeſſed of that degree of recollection, 
which muſt give evidence to the truth of what I may relate of the 


more eſſential parts of this tranſaction. 


From the young Nabob's tents, we ſet out to, his father's: I think 

I had mentioned to his ſon my wanting a body of cavalry to 
with Captain Knox; certain it is, that a little after our arrival at the 
old Nabob's, I deſired Mr. Luſhington to ſettle this buſineſs with the 
young one; for which purpoſe they went into another apartment 
where they, with the Patna Jemidars, remained for ſome time talking 
and ſettling this affair, leaving Captain Knox, with the old Nabob 
and me, in another part of the tent. What the ſubject of the con- 
verſation was between us I cannot recollect; but this I am very cer- 
tain of, that the little which could have paſſed muſt have been of a 
very general nature, as there was only Captain Knox to explain be- 
D 2 _ tween 
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tween us; for ſo imperfect at that time was his knowledge of the 


country language, that it was impoſſible that he could interpret any 


regular ſeries of converſation between the Nabob and me. I can 


5 recollect my going into the tent where the young Nabob and Mr. Luſh- 
ington were fitting, with the Patna Jemidars above mentioned, in order 


to know what was determined on; how long I remained there, and 
how ſoon after they were diſmiſſed, I cannot pretend to charge my 
memory with: all 1 know with certainty is, that they were diſmiſſed, - 
and all other attendants ; and I think that the old Nabob then changed 
his ſeat, and came into that part of the tent where his ſon had been 


with Mr. Luſhington ; that there was then preſent the Nabob, his ſon, 
Captain Knox, Mr. Luſhington, myſelf, and a Perſian writer or 


two. To the beſt of my remembrance, the Nabob's head Hircarrah, 
one Chuckan, was there; I am ſatisfied, at leaſt, he was there ſome 
part of the time. I then well and confidently remember a letter being 
produced and read (by whom I cannot ſay), and by that letter I think 
the ſubjet was firſt opened; but that Mr. Lufhington explained it to 
me, as he did every other part of the converſation, I folemnly de- 
clare to be moſt true, and that it was the firſt time, and the only 
time, I ever heard of the matter, and that Mr. Luſhington, and Mr. 


Luſhington alone, was and could be the interpreter on the occaſion. 


The purport of the letter was, that one Conderoy, formerly a ſer- 
vant of Cander Khan, made an offer of delivering the Prince into our 
hands; but if that could not be done, he would cut him off. The 
tetter, I think, was addreffed to that head Hircarrah Chuckan, whoſe 
character for untruth, I believe, fome gentlemen here can vouch for. 
However, I will not affirm this as a poſitive truth, but of this I am 
moſt ſure, that after having heard the letter explained, I repeatedly 


gave it as my opinion, that I believed it all a forgery, contrived by 


the Nabob, on purpoſe to be ſatisfied, by my conſenting to, or re- 
jecting it, what judgment he might form of the nature of the corre- 
ſpondence then carrying on by Mr. Holwell, and how far I was con- 


cerned in it : I remember well my enquiring into the means of this 


being carried into execution, and many other queſtions, that would 
have enabled me to judge how far I might give credit to the ſcheme. 
The anſwers to which queſtions J remember but ferved the more to 
confirm me 1n a perfect diſbelief of the whole matter, and make me, 
with ſo much eaſe, give my concurrence to the ſcheme, as, without 
any danger to the Prince, I knew it might ſerve to gain my ends with 


the Nabob. | 
The 


T 29 ] 15 
The reaſon why I was aſked: to ſeal the paper, in conjunction with 
the two Nabobs, was, to aſcertain to the man the reward which was 
promiſed him; for ſuch was the ſtate of their credit in the country 
at that time, that few cared to truſt their words, even for ſo ſmall a 
ſum; and without this proof I knew nothing was done towards 
ſatisfying the Nabob; I therefore readily conſented to it, and deſired, 
- in conſequence, Mr. Luſhington to ſend for my ſealll. 


I do not remember any objection made by either of the gentlemen 
with me. I have the faint recolleQion of an expreſſion of diſlike in 
Captain Knox's countenance, which might have firſt introduced the 
reaſons, which he ſo well recolleQs in his depoſition, that I gave for 

the neceſſity of going the lengths I did, and with which, to the beſt of 
my knowledge, he was well ſatisfied. - As to Mr. Luſhington, there 
was no objection ſtarted by him, that I can in the leaſt recollect or 
remember, but of this J am confident, that if he had thought the 
meaſure improper or unjuſtifiable, he would have made objections. 

And for the truth of this I can appeal to himſelf, conſeious as he 
muſt be of the intimacy and friendſhip that ſubſiſted between us, which 
was fuch as made him ready, on all public occaſions, to give me his 
ſentiments with freedom, which were ever by me received with kind- 
neſs, as I always had the greateſt confidence in him, from a thorough ' 
ſenſe of his capacity and merit: I muſt on, indeed, that I have ſeen 
his depoſitions on the affair with the greateſt concern and ſurpriſe : 
that he might have forgot all that paſſed was poſhble, but that his 
memory ſhall be ſo treacherous as to make him remember things ſo 
evidently contrary and oppoſite to what really happened at the time, is 
indeed to me a matter of no lefs aſtoniſhment than concern. How- 
ever, it is poſſible that I may help his recollection, by a few queſtions, 
when we ſhall have the honour, together with Captain Knox, to ap- 


pear before you. 


While my ſeal was going for, I believe the paper was writing, and 
as my tents were at ſome diſtance from the Nabob's, ſome time muſt 
have elapſed before they could come, perhaps half an hour; and all 
which time I preſume the converſation was continued on the ſubject. 
When the ſeal came, it was put to the paper, by whom I recollect not, 
nor does it indeed matter much, for whoever did it, it was done at my 
deſire and by my directions. I have mentioned this circumſtance, as 
I have been given to underſtand that ſome ſtreſs has been laid on this 
particular act of Mr. Luſhington, as if by it he could be deemed — ac- 

s 1 ceſſary 
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_ ceflary to the tranſaction, in conſequence of the further orders given 


by the Court of Directors, that if any Europeans were concerned in 
the affair, they ſhould like wiſe be diſmiſſed their ſervice. There is no 


need ſure of adding to the weight of what I feel on this occaſion, the 


painful reflection that any others ſhould ſuffer for an action entirely 


my own. If Mr, Luſhington put the ſeal, it was to fave. me the 


trouble; it was not his duty nor his office, nor did I ever eſteem it 


ſo, nor underſtand that it was. My ſeal was in general affixed by a 


Perſian writer; and if now the queſtion was aſked me, who it was, to 
the. beſt of my remembrance, that then did that-ſervice, I ſhould cer- 
tainly ſay it was one of the Perſian writers then preſent, not indeed 
from recollection, becauſe from the diſtance of time this circumſtance 
has eſtaped my memory, but becauſe there was no reaſon at that time 
for changing our general cuſtom, which as I have ſaid was for the Per- 
ſian writers to ſeal the letters; and that it was ſo from no other reaſon, 


but that in any attempts of that kind we commonly make a blot inſtead 


of an impreſſion: as their manner differs from ours, it requires prac- 
tice to do it as it ought. In ſhort, Captain Knox, who was with me 
by mere accident, may as well be deemed an acceſſary as Mr. Luſhing- 
ton ; the act was my own entirely, and whatever was done, was done 
by my directions and orders. | | $51 mm: 


Boon after the ſeal being put, I took my leave, and from that time, 
or rather from the day after, in which 1 informed the Governor of 
what had paſſed, I never once thought more of the matter, at leaſt ſe- 


riouſly enough to make me think I had done amiſs. Mr. Amyatt, in 
his Letter to the Board, mentions his having wrote to me on the ſub- 
ject, and that my anſwer was, As to the affair of the three ſeals, as 
© there was nothing particular mentioned, I have no particular charge 
© to anſwer.” And this proceeded from a confidence then, which be- 
lief ſtill held me (until ſome days ago that I ſaw the original paper), 
that no mention had ever been made 1n the paper on what account the 
money was to be paid, but that it was mentioned in general ſuch a ſum 
ſhould be given when he had performed the ſervice he had engaged 
to do the Nabob. I do not mention this as meaning it ſhould be 


eſteemed any part of my juſtification; it is only to clear up that paſſage. 


I never denied what had been done; and the extract which I now pro- 


duce'of my letter to the Governor, dated the x6th of April, the very day 


after, is, I think, a ſufficient proof of it. 


6 | | Extract 
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Extract of Colonel CA1tLAaup's Letter to Mr. HoLweLL, dated 
N Camp at Dignagur, the 16th April 1760. | 
00 * my laſt J informed you, Sir, of ſome of the Nabob's late notable 
« 4 ſchemes, but laſt night he made me acquainted with another ftill 
« more notable; and in which alſo I am concerned to little effect. 
« I believe, however, there could be no harm in trying: this it is: 

« One Conderry, Duan to Comger Khan, wrote to the Nabob, and 
« has engaged to put the Prince in his hands, or to cut him off, if the 
% Nabob would agree to give him a lack of rupees, and the command 
« of Comger Khan's country: and if the Nabob accepted of theſe pro- 
„ poſals, the promiſe was to be made, ſigned, and ſealed by the two 
« Nabobs and myſelf; all which was done laſt night.” | 


Mr. Holwell's anfwer, under date the 22d, I will inſert at large. 
T muſt obſerve, that there has been a miſtake in the date of my letter, 
or in the copies taken ; for in his letter he acknowledges receipts of 
mine of the 15th and 17th : in my copy book the date of the letter is 
the 10th. I did not write to him on the 17th, nor indeed until the 
20th ; fo it is plain he received the letter which I call mine of the 
16th, and this he acknowledges as of the 17th. 


8 3 . : | a 
Mr. HozwsLL's Letter to Colonel CaitLAup, dated 22d April 2760. 


6c I Have the pleaſure of your two favours of the 15th and 17th, and 
* muſt take a further day to reply to them more circumſtantially ; 
« for the preſent I incloſe you a letter to the old Nabob to the purport 
of your requeſt, and with it a copy for your peruſal, and, I hope, ap- 
% proval ; it contains, I think, nothing but what ſhould at all events be 
* urged to him at this juncture. Something muſt be done, and ſoon, to 
recover the currency of the trade of the provinces, or the Company 
«<. muſt be loſt : the ſale of their woollen goods, copper, &c. Exports are 
** totally obſtruCted ; their inveſtment, in conſequence of this and the 
% unavoidable ſtoppage of the tankas, wholly at a ſtand ; and not more 
than a lack and a half in their treaſury ; particulars you ſhould be 
neceſſarily acquainted with, as they ariſe from the perpetual troubles - 
of the country, perpetuated, I may too juſtly ſay, by the wickedneſs. 

as well as weakneſs of thoſe who govern it. | 
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40 To; give you what are ſtill my ſentiments on the Nabob's: arzdaſht 


© to the Prince, and my reaſons for . thoſe; ſentiments, L now ineloſe 
& you a copy of my reply to Mr. Haſtings on that head, and think 
„my judgment of this affair more confirmed from the circumſtance re- 
«. cited in your favour of the r5th, to wit, the Nabob's having ac- 
« knowledged to you his writing to the Prince, and that his reply gave 
bim hopes he was iaclined to treat; the carrying on this concealed 
& correſpondence. with the Prince, I cannot look on in any other hght- 
than as the higheſt infringement of the reſpect and deference, due to 
your ſtation, and the treaty ſubſiſting between us; and here it be- 
comes, Sir, needful to remark, it is full time the Nabob ſhould be 
« convinced he is not to look upon you as an officer ſent to ſubmit im- 
* plicitly to his orders or ſentiments, but as his coadjutor and protector 
« in the war; and ſhould at any time his wretched, politics dictate 
« meaſures which appear in your opinion deſtructive to the general end 
„ propoſed, I hope and doubt not but you will think yourſelf fully 
« authoriſed, and peremptorily to over · rule them without loſing time 
in application here, as I am very well ſatisfied we may depend 
« on the propriety of your conduct in the command and truſt you 
are inveſted with. I have the eee to be, : with . . 


&« eſteem, Se.. V 


have tranſeribed the whole of the * B as I think, Cell. 
men, it ſtill gives a further proof of what I have already dee as 
to the then critical and perplexed ſituation of our affairs. Mr. Holwell 
ſays, when he acknowledges the receipt of thoſe two letters of the 1 5th 
and 17th, that he muſt take a further day to reply to them more cir- 
cumſtantially; but this was never done in any of his ſubſequent let- 
ters, as to the principal point in queſtion; of which if you ſhould 
have any doubts, they may be eaſily ſatisfied by laying before you the 
whole courſe of our correſpondence together. This anſwer of Mr. 
Holwell's, I think, proves, at leaſt tacitly, his opinion of the affair; 
and what is ſtill more, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that though in my 
account of the tranſaQion to him, I gave no particular reaſons for my 
motives in going ſuch lengths; and though my own words, That. 
«there could be no harm in trying,” ſeem to imply, as if I admit-. 
ted, at leaſt, a poſſibility ; yet the little probability of it muſt have 


appeared i in fo ſtrong a light to the Governor, that he never once cen- 


ſures me as guilty even of an indiſcretion, much leſs of a crime; on 
che contrary, he ſeems rather inclined, from the letter, to approve 


my conduct in general, and conſequently to increaſe in his confidence. 
It 


8 


FF ww? 


It becomes neceſſary, however, Gentlemen, to inform you why 1 
did not make the Governor acquainted with the real motives of my con- 
duc, and contented myſelf with ſo general an account of the tranſac- 
tion; and this I am induced to do, that I may clear up any impreſſions 
to my diſadvantage which might ariſe from thoſe words, There is 
* no harm in trying, which, if not yet accounted for, might, not- 
withſtanding my ſolemn declaration to the contrary, convey an idea 
that I admitted at leaſt a poſſibility of the ſcheme taking place. In 
doing this, I muſt touch upon a ſubject which I willingly would have 
avoided, but I cannot, in ſo dear a cauſe as that of my reputation 
and character, leave any thing out, which I think may tend to clearing 
of it up to your fatisfaQtion, | 


Mr. Holwell's general character and diſpoſition is well- known in 
India, and many were the cautions which I received from thoſe who 
knew him beſt, to be on my guard againſt him. This naturally ex- 
cluded any great degree of confidence on my ſide. But I was cau- 
tious alſo of myſelf, and not willing haſtily to arraign and con- 
demn his conduct, fearing the conſequences of a mind already tainted 
with prejudices againſt him, which might have biaſſed my judgment, 
and led me to cenſure actions in him, which perhaps, more 1mpar- 
rally inclined, I might have approved in others: and though I might 
have been ever ſo much in the right, ſuch a ſubject between him and 
me muſt certainly have given riſe to altercation and diſpute, which 
could not but have added to the confuſion of our affairs. I therefore 
forbore as long as I poſſibly could, and for the public good I rather 
choſe to avoid every thing that might offend, while I could do it con- 
ſiſtently with my duty. My motives, had I given them, muſt have 
implied a very heavy cenſure on his conduct, when I could have only 
told him, that the whole courſe of his extraordinary behaviour towards 
the Nabob, and that particular part of it in carrying on a ſecret cor- 
reſpondence with the Prince, at the very time that he was fo loudly 
cenſuring the ſame ſtep in the Nabob, had forced me to concur in a 
meaſure, to which I never would have conſented if any other proof 
could have ſatisfied the Nabob, that we were not making the beſt 
terms we could for ourſelves, without any regard to him, or the mu- 
tual 8 ſubſiſting between us. As I did not therefore, for 
the reaſons above mentioned, acquaint Mr. Holwell with my motives, 
I was obliged, in my account of the tranſaction itſelf, to throw in, 
at leaſt, ſuch a degree of probability attending on it, as would ſave 
me from appearing in the ridiculous light of having conſented to a 

| E meaſure, 
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meafure,/which-Iwas/ proving coutd.anſwer no end; and that yas my 


only reaſon for inſerting the words I did: nor does it leſs evidently, I 

think; appear from the ingenuous and open manner in which I re- 
late the tranſaction itſelf, but that I muſt have been conſcious to my- 
ſelf how well-prepared I was, from the innocence of my real inten- 
tions, to anſwer any charge which at "_ time * 1 deen 


REA againſt me. 


4 


You have hind; now, Gentlemen, laid before you, in all ſincerity and 
truth, all that I have to offer in my juſtification; but I cannot con- 
elude without taking ſome notice of the manner in which this heavy 
charge is exhibited againſt me. f 


The Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors begins by 
theſe words (which is all that appears as the ground of their charge), © It 
having been ſtrongly reported; but whether theſe reports were of a 
public or of a private nature, how far examined into, and who were the 
authors of them, are points which I am left to gueſs at, though I own 
I thought ſome farther lights into the accuſation, or at leaſt the names 
of my accuſers, was a ſatisfaction. due to my character; but which I 
am deeply concerned to find I was not thought worthy to receive, 


Little, I own, did I expect ſuch. a return for upwards of nine years 
' ſervices; and in the courſe of which 1 had flattered myſelf that my 


conduct had been irreproachable ; and if I may be permitted to ſay 
it, I was ſtill. the more confirmed in this fond hope, by having been 


honoured by that body with ſome diſtinguiſhing marks of favour. I 


muſt further own, that their laſt rewards (which I have ever gratefully 
acknowledged were due alone to their intereſt and ſolicitations) were 
of ſuch a nature as far exceeded my beſt ſervices : impreſſed therefore 
with the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude for their favours, happy in the 
confidence of their approbation, and anxiouſly purſuing the only 
means in my power, by which I could acquit myſelf towards them; 
lam unhappy enough in one. inſtant to find all my beſt hopes fruſtrated, 
my reputation blaſted (a reputation confirmed and eſtabliſhed by them- 
ſelves), and all this owing to a ready belief of the very firſt. report to 


my diſadvantage. 


As to my accuſers, I have faid I am. given leave to gueſs at them ; J 
however, ſome friends have been kind enough to give me that pri- 
vate ſatisfaction, which I thought was my due from public juſtice, I 


am now only ſurpriſed, that every report which that worthy man has 
ſo. 


[ 35 ] 
go induſtriouſly ſpread and propagated againſt me, to the prejudice of 
my character, has not obtained equal credit, and been made another 
part of the charge againſt me. I mean the report © of my having 
&« alſo ordered the aſſaſſination of the young Nabob, whoſe-death was 
« piven out to have happened by a flaſh of lightning.” This I in- 
troduce as a proof of the great degree of credit which my accuſer 
deſerves. Indeed, as I have acknowledged the other fact, fo far 1 
muſt own, and do the gentleman juſtice, that there was ſome truth 
in the firſt part of his information; but whether led to it by a natural 
diſpoſition to malice, ſcandal, and calumny, or whether actuated by 
the more noble zeal for the common injury done to humanity, pub- 
lic honour, and juſtice, ate points which I think deſerved ſome atten- 
tion from the reſpectable body who received his information, and 
might have juſtly been a ſubject well deſerving their ſtricteſt enquiry. 
Would it not alſo have been but fair and juſt for this body to have con- 
ſidered his ſtation in their ſervice, and how far it rendered him a 
competent judge of public tranſactions from the ſuppoſed knowledge 
he could have in country affairs, in which he never was employed ? 
If the fact had really been as repreſented by him, the Court of Di- 
rectors muſt have been ſatisfied, that it was of a public nature, or. 
how could one of his rank have come by his intelligence? and if of 
a public nature, why did it not come to them in a proper channel, 
and from whence alone, in honour and juſtice to their ſervants, com- 
plaints ſhould ever be heard? The Court of Directors muſt either 
ſuppoſe that their ſervants in council are very deficient in their duty, 
or that the affair was miſrepreſented to them, ſince no notice was 
| taken of it here at the Board, from whence they might naturally ſup- 
poſe the account would have come for their own honour, had I been 
as guilty as the ſtory they credited ſeemed to make me. All theſe 
circumſtances conſidered, ſhould have had, I think, ſome weight, and 
might have induced them to ſhew a greater degree of tenderneſs 
than appears in the nature of the enquiry; eſpecially in favour 
o wed whoſe character to their knowledge was free from ſtain of 

emiſh. 


Such, however, is my confidence in the cauſe of truth, that ſtill I 
hope the ſhame will fall on thoſe who beſt deſerve it; and that the 
impartial part of mankind will as freely acquit me, as 1 have been 
acquitted by my own conſcience in the whole courſe of the affair. 
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Lam ſatisfied- alſo," that juſtice will have her turn, and ae thoſe 

from whom I think 1 have received this undeſerved injury to my 

tion, will be as ready (when convinced of my Ye) to 
ES me all the amends 1 in r l | i 


But this caſe of mine now, | Gentlemen, becomes 1 more - immediately 
your own. It is from your opinion and deciſion that the impartial 
world muſt judge and determine. To you all the facts recited muſt 


appear in their ſtrongeſt point of view. To you the truth of the ar- 


guments T have uſed in my defence muſt appear in all their force; 
and the ſtrength of the proofs I have brought in ſupport of them are 
beſt to be determined by you alone, whoſe knowledge of every parti- 
cular, by being on the ſpot, muſt make your judgment much more 
perfect and diſcerning, than thoſe who at fo en a Wee are > Here 
after to determine on my conduct. 


By your opinions, therefore, I am to ſtand or fall; well vleaſed and 


happy to ſubmit the cauſe of innocence and reuth to the en of 


men of honour and juſtice. 


T have the honour to be, with perfect e 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


' Your moſt obedient, and 
Calcutta, the 4th Moſt humble ſervant, 
OQober 17624 | JoHN CariLLavn 


Colonel CAIELAUD's Letter. L. R. No. 15. 


He alſo Sis i in another letter, requeſting that after we have peruſed 


the above apology, we will be pleaſed to appoint a day for examining. 


Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhington, on ſome queſtions which he is- 


deſirous of putting to them. 


© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


« After the peruſal of the papers which this morning I have tlie 


© honour of laying before you, may I further requeſt that you ys 
11 8 


1 | 
% be pleaſed to appoint a day on which Captain Knox, Mr. Luſhing- 
4 ton, and myſelf, may appear before you? 5 b 
„J have the honour to be, with all reſpect, 
66 Gentlemen, | : 
„ * Your moſt obedient, and 
4 Calcutta, * Moſt humble ſervant, 

* OR. 4th, 1762. | «©. JoHN CAILLAUD,” 


Day appointed for examining Colonel CaILLAup's witneſſes, 
Agreed to meet on Thurſday next, to examine any witneſſes which 
Colonel Caillaud may think proper to call im his defence. 


Captain Knox and Mr. LusHinG TON ſummoned to attend. 

Ordered, therefore, that the Secretary. do adviſe Colonel Caillaud 
thereof, and ſummon the attendance of Captain Knox and Mr. Luſh- 
ington. | 
P. AMYATT, 
W. MGwIRE, 
W. HA x, 
H. WAr rs. 


| Fort William, the 7th OR. 1762. 

Thurſday. At a Conſultation ; Preſent, 

= The Worſhipful Peter Amyatt, Efquire, Preſident. 
William M*Gwire, Eſquire, 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, 
William Hay, Eſquire, 
Hugh Watts, Eſquire, 
The Governor indiſpoſed. 


* 


The proceedings of the 4th inſtant, on this ſubject, being wrote 
fair, were now read, approved, and ſigned. | 


Board met to examine Captain Knox and Mr. LuswinGToN, on be- 
half of Colonel CAILLAup. | 


The Board being met to examine Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhing- 
ton, on ſuch queſtions as Colonel Caillaud might be deſirous of putting 
to them, theſe gentlemen were accordingly called in. | 


| Mr, 
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Mr, Losnmoron 8 Letter. 1. R. No. 16. 


* 


Mr. Luſhington, previous to his examination, Cen the follow- 


Ing letter, dated this day. 


To the Honourable Henry vans r Tax, Eſa. Preſident ind GS. 
nor, &c. Council. 5 5 


OI Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

When my depoſition was firſt taken, I had the wt convic- 
tion within my own mind, that either Mr. Haſtings or Captain 
« Knox firſt interpreted between the Nabob and Colonel Caillaud, in 
the affair relative to the three ſeals, and in conſequence of this 

„ conviction depoſed ſo accordingly ; but from ſome converſations I 
* have lately had with the Colonel and Captain Knox, I am fully 
« convinced that Mr. Haſtings was not preſent, and that there were 


«6 only Captain Knox and myſelf with the Colonel; and as Captain 


„% Knox could not be ſufficient maſter enough of the language to ma- 
* nage ſuch a converſation, of courſe there is the greateſt proba- 
“ bility that it muſt have been 1 alone who interpreted upon the oc- 
* caſion, and conſequently that I opened the diſcourſe ; though I cannot 
even yet recollect this laſt circumſtance, and indeed it is no wonder, 
« conſidering the length of time ſince the affair, that many particulars 


* ſhould have ſlipped my memory. 


I am, with great reſpect, 
« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
„% Your moſt obedient, 
«© Humble Servant, 
„ HENRY LUSHINGTON.,” 


Captain Knox and Mr. LusH1NGToN ſworn. 
Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhington being duly ſworn to anſwer to 
the truth of all ſuch queſtions as might be put to them by Colonel 
Caillaud, or the Board; 


[Queſtions by Colonel CAILL Au to Captain Knox, with his Anſwers.] 
Colonel Caillaud preſented the following paper of queſtions to be 


put to Captain Knox, to which, upon their being tendered him, he re- 


returned the following anſwers. 


Depoſi- 


10 
Depoſition, No. 7. 


Colonel Caillaud's Queſtions to 
| Captain Knox. | 

From your firſt depoſition, Sir, 
taken at Shawpoor,. you remem- 
ber being with me that evening, 
on the 15th April 1760, at the 
Nabob's, when I ſealed a paper in 
conjunction with him and his ſon, 
relative to the Sha Zadda. You 
have alſo remembered, that the 
reaſon of your being with me at 
that time was, to be introduced to 
the Nabobs, in order to take your 
leave, as you were then under 
orders to march with a detachment 
to Patna. 


iſt 
or recollect, if Mr. Haſtings was 


there the whole or any part of the 


time that evemng ? 
2d, Haveyou any remembrance, 


or did it ever come to your know- 
Tedge, either by report or from 
my own information, that Mr. 
Holwell was then carrying on a 
correſpondence with the Prince? 


3d, Can you recolle& from any 
part of the Nabob's converſation, 
or from any other circumſtances, 
any appearance of diſtreſs at that 
time in his ſituation ? 


4th, Do you remember any ob- 
jection made by you, at that time, 
to the meaſure, or any expreſſion 


neſt, Can you remember, 


Captain Knox's Anſwer, 


Anſ. I perfectly well remember 
this circumſtance. 


Anſ. IT am poſitive Mr. Haſtings 
was not there any part of the time. 


Anf. Yes, I remember it from 
your own information, and Mr. 
Holwell likewiſe informed me, that 
he had received letters from the 
Prince and Camjar Cam, when I 
was in Calcutta, a few days be- 
fore this affair happened. 

Anf. No, I can't recolle& any 
appearance of diſtreſs from the 
Nabob's converſation that evening; 
but his diſtreſſed ſituation was well 
known to the whole army, on ac- 
count of the diſcontentedneſs of 
his troops, and the bad ſituation 
of his affairs at that time. 

Anſ. If I made any objection, 
it was by faying, © That it was a 
„ pity ſo fine a young fellow 

* ſhould. 
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of diflike at it? - If you do, be 


pleaſed to relate and explain them. 
5th, Do you remember or re- 
collect what reaſons I made uſe 


of on the occaſion, to ſatisfy my- 


felf and you that I was acting pro- 
perly; and can you recollect that 
I explained to you the neceſſity I 
was under to give my ſeeming 
concurrence in this affair ? 
. Gth, You can remember and 
recollect, as it appears in the courſe 
of your depoſitions, that I gave 
as my firm opinion and belief 
that the letter was a forgery, and 
the whole tranſaction a contrivance 
of the Nabob's, in order to ſound 
our diſpoſitions towards him. 


7th, Can you remember or re- 


collect, amongſt the objections 
ſtarted againſt the probability of 


the ſcheme, that the ſmallneſs of 


the ſum to be given was one a 
mongſt them? | 
8th, Can you remember or re- 
collect making any more objec- 
tions after I had given you my 
reaſons ? 
gth, Can you recolle& or re- 


member that in a laughing man- 


ner I made uſe of the following 
words, or ſome to the ſame pur- 
poſe, ©* That I wiſhed your head 
«. was as ſafe as the Prince's from 
* danger,” alluding to the ſer- 
vice you were then going to be 

employed on? 
roth, Can you remember or re- 
collect that I was very particular 
in my inquiries in what manner 
this . meaſure was to be carried 
into 


&« ſhould fall in that manner,” or 


words to that purpoſe. 


Anſ. In the firſt depoſition 1 
have before given in this affair, I 


have declared that you did give 


reaſons, and what theſe reaſons 
were, which I perfectly remember, 


Anſ. I remember your being of 
opinion that the letter was a for- 
gery ; and I remember alſo your 
mentioning it ſeveral times that 
evening, that you abſolutely be- 
lieved it to be a forgery. 


Anf. I remember that the ſmall- 
neſs of the ſum for putting ſuch 
an affair in execution was men- 
tioned as a reaſon againſt the pro- 


bability of it. 


Anſ. To the beſt of my remem- 


brance I made none. 


Anſ. I have ſome faint remem- 
brance that you made uſe of ſuch 
an expreſſion, 


Anf. I remember thatyou made 
ſuch inquiries, 


Anſ. 
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into execution, by what means 5. 


and how? 
--xxth, Can you recollect whe- 


ther any ſatisfactory anſwers were 
given by the Nabob to mole, * 
tions ? 
I2th, Can you recollect or re- 
member if at that time, or on 
any other occaſion in which I 
might make mention of the Shah 
Zadda in diſcourſe, in What 
manner and in what terms I was 
uſed to expreſs my ſentiments on 
his account? 
13th, From your Jong acquain= 
tance and knowledge of me, do 
ou 0 or believe, Sir, that 
if the meaſure had appeared to 
me at that time ſuch as could pro- 
bably or poſſibly take place, . 
I would have at to 2 


Anſ. No.1 cannot recollect 
the Nabob's went! to thoſe quel- 
tions. 5.2 


1 


Anl. 1 1200 Sdden heard you 
pity the Shah's fituation, and that 
you was ſorry eircumſtances . 


"Your ds ae 


Anf. In the courſe of my ac- 
quaintance with you, Sir, I never 
preſumed to form a me ſo 


__— to your diſadvantage.” 


a by Colonel cult av to Mr. Less ren with bis 
F200 Anſwers. 


; Captain Knoz ws, EY Anſwers to the ſeveral Queſtions a 


him ;- Colonel Caillaud then preſented a paper of Qu 


ueſtions to be 


put to Mr. A Wie returned thereto the following Anſwers: 


”F FEET © 


Colonel Cai laude 0 Queſtions to 
bh "> Luſhington, 
1 As it appears by your 
firſt depoſition, given at . 
that only mention is made in it of 
cutting off the Shah Zadda, pray 
can you remember or recollect, 
dir, that the putting of him in the 


Nabob's power wWas the firſt point; 


the 


© Depoſition, No. 8 


Mr. Luthingron' Anſwers. oy 


Anſ. Yes. Upon recollection, 
I do remember that the cireum- 
ſtance of putting him into the Na- 
bob's power was mentioned. 


F Anſ. 


the hs only an alternative in 
caſe the firſt could not be effected? 


+ 2d, Can you remember or 1 5 
17 collect to have ever heard 


thing upon ſuch a ſubject before? 1 
3d, Can you recolle& or re- 
member that evening of the 15th 
April 1760, when we went toge- 
— to the Nabob, that ſome ſpace 


of time after we had been with 


him, that the Patna Jamidars, 
and all other attendants, were or- 
dered to withdraw, and that we 
were afterwards in private with 
the Nabob and his ww and 2 or 
3, mare. Wee e 


Ach, Can you — or re- 


member Captain Knox being with 
us the whole time ? 


5th, Do you remember or re- 


collect a man by name Chucki- 
man, attendant on the old Na- 


bob? | 
6th, What was the man's * 2 


about the Nabob ? 


7th, Can you remember or re- 


collect what opinion we enter- 


tained of that man 's character in 
835 f 


Sth, 
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: "Anf. I 1 chat evening 
I. was, fome time employed with 
the Chutta Nabob, to perſuade 
the Patna Jamidars to attend Cap- 
tain Knox, which circumſtance 
I have mentioned in my firſt de- 

ſition. I am certain, that the 

'atna Jamidars were not there at 


the time of ſealing the paper, nor 


any more perſons than what I 
have mentioned 1 in my faid Ee 


ſition. 


Anſ. To the beſt of my remem- 
brance he was there the Whole 
time. ; 
Anſ. Ves; 1: very well remem- 
ber that man. 


Anſ. He was in the ſtation of 


head Hircarrah, which implies the 
perſon who has under bis charge 
all 


the Hircarrahs, ſpies, &c. 
and through whom their intelli- 
gence paſſes to the Nabob. 

Anſ. I remember that we al- 
ways entertained a very bad opi- 
nion of him, though he was em- 
ployed on both ſides; that is, to 
convey intelligence from the Na- 
bob to the Prince's camp, and bring 
back intelligence from thence to 
the Nabob's; we alſo thought he 
had much the ear of the old Na- 
bob, and by his evil councils much 
hurted the affairs of the Sircar. g 
An 


7 : 2 i 4 3 
K 


- 8th, Do fu remember or re- 


collect the abovementioned perſon 
being preſent the whole, or any 


action? 


part of the time during that tranſ- 


the meaſure which I was then pur- 
ſuing in concurrence with the Na- 
bob and his ſon ? | 

Ioth, Have you any recollec- 


tion or remembrance of the ſitu- 


ation of our affairs at that time? If 
you have, and as you have pe- 
ruſed my apology—Do you think 
I have ſtated them with truth ? 


: 


"= 


(meaning a correſpondence with- 
e Nabob's knowledge) with 


(meu a private correſpondence 


out b's 
the Prince - | 


11th, Have you any knowledge, 
or can you remember or recollect, 
that Mr. Holwell was then carry- 


Auf. I remember ſeeing him 
the firſt of the evening, and I 


think he was there when the ſeal 


was put to the paper. Indeed, 


from the nature of his office, it is 

n! RET 25 
gth, Can you remember or re- 

collect that you made any objec- 

tions, or expreſſed any diſſike, to 


he was there 
Anſ. No. I cannot ſay that I 


did. | 1 


Anſ. I remember our affairs 
were in a very deſperate ſituation 
at that juncture; many inſtances 
I can give, if it is thought neceſ- 


ſary that I ſhould; and I really 


believe that what you have ſtated 
as to the then ſituation of affairs 
in your letter to the Board, are 
e 

Anf. Yes, I do remember it very 
well, and you often expreſſed your 


diſlike at it, and apprehenſions that 


it would give the Nabob much 
uneaſineſs, as he undoubtedly 
would get intelligence of it; and 
I have further a faint idea of a 
perſon's telling me that the Nabob 


knew of it, which I mentioned to 


12th, Do you remember or re- 
collect my often expreſſing at that 
r. Holwell's 


time my diſſike of 
way of acting in general towards 
the Nabob; in particular, my un- 


eaſineſs on account of the above- 
mentioned correſpondence, as like- 
wiſe his behaviour in regard to 


Roydoolub and Nundcomat? * 
ns 13th, 


you, but the perſon's name I can- 
not really remember. 

Anſ. I well remember your of- 
ten expreſſing your diſlike of Mr. 
Holwell's proceedings with regard 
to the Nabob; and many a time 
have we held converſations on that 
ſubject, how prejudicial it was to 
the Company's affairs that theſe 
two men could not agree. 


F 2 Anl. 


— — ny N 
Arr. 


4 
L 7 
* * | 
1 
2 7 
1 =, 
"IF | oe 
7 
"7 7 
9 
5 Ll 
i 
i" 
1 * 
4s ud 
n 
| _ 
4 
: | 
14a of 
4 
[l 1 
o : 
_ 1.2.7 
. 
. 1 
"FB Y 
8 
2 2 
17 by - 

1114 * 1 
14 $$: & i 
7 \ 1 + 
CE T2 4 TY 

tag, i El 

- 1 a 

—_—_ - 

. 17 1 4 

r 
. b | 
24 Ay i 
q 4 144+ LS 

\ b . 

2 ! 

7% . 
188 1 
. 37) 454 

n 1 

7. MY! 44 

7 4 1 7 

5 14 j 
$S+ HE: 4; 1 Wb 

. 1 4 
+ a 
"4538 #5 
wy 2 

. 

ian? 41 

46 [ 

RW : 

#5. 1h — 

* * 
= 

1]; . 
105 25 

F #1 5 

” % * 
8 U Fg - 
7 PL. 

18 I 

3 4 5 

7 pes 44 

11 

* 1 1 . 

18 0 - 

l 1 * 

1. 

13 x 

LS tc x 
5 2 { ed 
7 
1 
a p4 by 
»Q 
4 $3 946 
Pl 
1 1 1 1 
+; © E 
N. 
1} 17 i247 n 2 
1 
F * : 
18 14 
1141 1 
24 „ 
. 
191 
1 
1 5 0 
1 nt, 
n 111=Y 1 
Y ri ik a * . 
. 4 24 * 
" 1 'F 
ts v2 1 
| >, *£ 
1197 S 
e i 
1 1-255 
—_—— 
| , [ 14 
a 3 4 4 
'F Va . 
F 
ö 5 f 
\ * p 
"I TOS: k 
FF. OY | 
r 
1 11 
I 
1 | 
p N ' - 
+T% s 
, x 
0 2 

1 1 * þ 

- * 

id * 


verſation as we 7 have had to- 
rince, can Jou 
1 remember or recollect the manner 


— 


WJ 4 f 44 JJ 


T 3th, In the eourſe of ſuch con- 
gether. about the 


in which I uſed to n my Fn 
timents of him) 3 


„ WE. 2 


of Mr. Holwell's, datedthe iſt April 
1760, an extract of which has been 
laid before the Board, and in which 


he ſays, The Phirmaund, I ſuppoſe, 


“ differs little in matter from that 
« he ſent you; but as I have no 
recollection or remembrance of re- 
ceiving any ſuch phirmaund from 
the Prince, nor no ſuch tranſaction 
ppears inthe courſe of my evidence, 
,.14th, I deſire to know, Sir, if 
you can remember or recolle&t my 
having ever received from the 
Prince a paper of ſuch a nature, or 
of any fort indeed, but one phir- 
maund which I received the day 
before the battle of Cercey? / 
15th, As it appears from your 
depoſition, Sir, taken at Patna, that 
you then could recolle& but very 
few eircumſtances of the tranſaction 
on that evening Could you, do you 
think, now charge your memory 
with any further circumſtances re- 


lative to that affair, eſpecially ſince 


you have ſeen my apology, and 
from our converſation together 


with Captain * 


16th, 


? 


| To clear up a paſſage i in a letter 


of interpreter was ſuch, 


Anſ. Whenever vou mentioned 
the Prince, you ſpoke of him with 
the higheſt reſpect, greatly pitied 
his misfortunes, and, ſaid you 


' ſhould be much happier if you 


were going to aſſiſt him in mount- 
ing the throne of Delhi, than you 


was Hep. in Lum him. 


$A 


Anſ. I do not remember your 


bean received but one phir- 


and that was, at the time 


you ſpecify in the queſtion, brought 


to our camp by two Moguls, and 
of which you immediately adviſed 


the Chutah Nabob. 


Anſ. The nature of my office 
"able I 
could not give much attention to 
the converſation that might paſs 
between Captain Knox and you ; 
yet ſince you have refreſhed my 
memory with regard to- ſome cir- 
cumſtances which I could not re- 
collect at the time of giving my 
firſt depoſition, two of which [I 
ſhall mention; namely, your ima- 
gining that the letter was a. for- 
gery, and that you believed the 
Nabob wanted to try how fincere 


you were in your friendſhip for 
him, 


2 | ©. # 
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' 1: 46th, Do you think, though 
cannot aflert it from recollec- 
tion, that all which Captain Knox 
and I have advanced in our ac- 
count of the affair is the truth ? 


4s J 


him, and what lengths you would 
go to ſerve him. 


Ao. I have already. ſaid that 


the nature of my office was ſuch 
as not to admit of my hearing the 
whole of the converſation; but 
I believe Captain Knox and you to 
be men of ſuch honour, that you 
would advance nothing but the 
truth, S 


Queſtions by Colonel CAILLAUD to Mr. HasT1NGs, and his Anſwers. 


Colonel Caillaud being deſirous of putting a few Queſtions to Mr. 
Haſtings, he was accordingly ſworn, and interrogated as follows: 


Depoſition, No. 9: 


Queſtions by Colonel Caillaud to 

| Mr. Haſtings. 

1ſt Queſtion. As you were at 
that time, Sir, in the field, and 
in quality of reſident to the old 
Nabob, can you remember whether 
you were preſent or not that even- 
ing? „ 

ad, Vou have peruſed my apo- 
log y, Sir; and at that time, from 
your ſtation with the old Nabob, 
you muſt have been well acquaint- 
ed with the ſituation of affairs; 
can you recollect if what I have 
advanced in my juſtification on that 
ſubject is a juſt and true account ? 
34, Had you any knowledge at 
that time of Mr. Holwell's corre - 
ſponding with the Prince? 


Mr. Haſtings's Anſwers. 


Anſ. I was not, to the beſt of my 
knowledge, and I think it could 


not have eſcaped my memory if 


I had been preſent at ſuch a tranſ- 


Anſ. I think it a very juſt and 
true account with reſpect to the 
Nabob's fears, the clamours of 


his army for their large arrears, . 


and the diſtreſſed ſituation of his 


affairs in general at that time. 


Anſ. Not with the Prince, that 
I remember, but with Camgar 
Cawn, which in effect was the 


ſame, as he was his prime mini- 


ſter. I had, from his own letters 
to me on the ſubject of the Arzee, 
ſup- 


Ot 
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collect that the Nabob ever men- 
tioned the affair to you? If not, 
have you however reaſon to be- 
lieve, from any circumſtances, that 
he my ave n formed of it? 


: * 


zth, Suppoſing him then ac- 
erg with it, do you think, 


rom your knowledge of the nature 


and diſpoſition of the Nabob, whe- 


ther ſuch an occurrence at that 
time muſt not have given him 
great cauſe of jealouſy and diſcon- 
r 

6th, Can you remember or re- 
colleck, in any of our converſations 
| together, at or about that time, m 
expreſſing my diflike at Mr. Hol- 
well's conduct in general towards 
the Nabob, not only with regard 
to the correſpondence Which he at 
that time he was carrying on with 
the Prince, but alſo for his be- 
haviour with regard to Rajah 
Doolubram, Rajahram, and Nund- 
.comar f 


B 0 | the old Nabobto the Prince. 
IAth, Can you remember or re- 


ſuppoſed to * been wrote by 


Anſ. I do not remember that 
the Nabob mentioned any ſuch 


thing to me; that he knew it, 


and mentioned it to me in conſe- 
quence, I think very probable, as 
I had one, or if I miſtake not, 
more than one converſation with 


his Mouchey on the ſubject of the 


letter mentioned above; and Ido not 


remember that he talked of it as a 


matter of ſecreſy, or that I enjoined 
him to conceal it. 
Anſ. It certainly would. 


Anſ. I can very well remember 
your expreſſing a diſlike at Mr. 
Holwell's correſpondence with the 


Prince, as the Nabob might be 


equally alarmed at ſuch a ſtep, 

Mr. Holwell was with the Nat b 

correſponding with him: ſuch, 
I remember, was your opinion in 
the affair ; and I muſt confeſs, my 
own too, with reſpe& to Roydu- 
lub, Rajahram, and Nundcomar, 
both in the government of Colonel 
Clive and Mr. Holwell; it was 


always my opinion that the con- 


fidence ſhewn them juſtly gave 
cauſe of ſuſpicion and uneaſineſs 
to the Nabob, and very probably 
might have been the ſubje& of our 
converſation at that time, though 

ac 
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7th, Do you remember a per- 
ſon about the Nabob called Chuc- 
ken, his employment, and the 
general character which he bore? 


at ſo great A diſtance cannot re- 
collect. 

Anſ. I remember Chucken ex- 
tremely well: he was the chief of 
the Nabob's hircarras or ſpies, and 
at that time in great truſt with 
him. I had always the worſt opi- 
nion of his honeſty, veracity, or 
indeed of his underſtanding. 


Queſtions by Mr. LusH1nGToN to Captain Knox, and his Anſwers, 


Mr. Luſhington requeſting that the three following Queſtions might 
be put to Captain Knox, they were tendered accordingly upon the oath 
he had already taken, and he gave in his Anſwers thereto as follows: 


Depoſition, No. 10. 


Queſtions -by Mr. Luſhington to 
Captain Knox. 

1ſt, Are you poſitive, Sir, that 

I put the Colonel's ſeal with _y 
own hand to the * 2 


2d, Do you remember or re- 
collect that I gave the ſeal, by 
order of the Colonel, to the 
Mounſhey to affix it ? 

3d, Do you not remember or 
recolle& that I was abſent that 


evening with the Chutah Nabob- 


and Hahmed Khan Khoreſha, Ra- 


jah Dereje Narrain, and Rajah 
Fattee Sing, and that my buſineſs. 


was to perſuade theſe three per- 
ſons to attend you on your expe- 
dition to Patna? 


Captain Knox's Pr 


Anſ. I am poſitive that you ſent 
for the ſeal, and received it with 
your own hand, but I cannot be 
poſitive whether you put it with 
your own hand to the paper, or 
gave it to a Mounſhey to put it, 
as you mention in your depoſition 
that there were ſuch people there. 

Anſ. I do not recollect that par- 
ticular, but I think it is very pro- 
bable you might have done ſo. 


Anſ. I remember that you re- 
tired into a tent a few paces: diſ- 
tant with the perſons you men- 


tion, but you was preſent the 


whole time that this affair was tranſ- 
acting, and you interpreted the 
whole affair between the Nabob 
and the Colonel. 


Board 
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Board to give their final hs on er on the whole 190 this 


The Board, lg into eee hd e ſubject e of theſe ſeveral end 
fer do not fee that any more — are 9 to e red to 
the gentlemen ; ; and therefore 8 | 


- Agree to give their final opinion on Monday on the whales matter of 
this! inquiry. . i : 

5 P. AMYATT. - 

W. M'Guirs.. 

H. WATTS. 


b William, the 11th O ober 1762. 
At a Conſultation; Preſent, 7 


Monday. The Honourable, Henry Vanſittart, Eſquire, Preſident. 


* 


Peter Amyatt, Eſquire. William Hay, Eſquire. 
William M*Guire, Eſquire. Hugh Watts, aan 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire. 


4 
The eee of the 7th inſtant on a this 129 _ wrote fair, 
were now read, approved, and 1 | 


Colonel Caillaud having deſired the opinion of the Board upon the 
E urged in his defence or apology; after a mature conſideration 
of the ſaid reaſons, and of all W It is n agreed 
and concluded, 


That the repreſentation given in the ſaid 5 of the ſtate 4 af- 
fairs of the country at that time (that is, about the month of April 
1760) is true and Juſt. 


Thar in ſuch 1 the Nabob' s urgent account of his own 


diſtreſſes, the Colonel's deſire of making him eaſy, as the firſt thing 


neceſſary for the good of the ſervice, and the ſuddenneſs of the thing 
Propoſed, might deprive him for a moment of bis reflection, and ſur- 
Priſe him into an aſſent to a meaſure whack; as to the meaſure ſelf, 
he could not * 


That ſuch only were the motives which did, or could, influence 


Colonel Caillaud to aſſent to the Nabob's propoſal, is fully proved by 
5 | Captain 


L 49 J 
Captain Knox and Mr. Luſhington' s depoſition of what ne at 1 | 


time. 


That we ard fully ciel Colonel Caillaud had no other intereſt 
or view in the affair thim' what is mentioned in his apology: That his 
conſcience at that time never reproached him with a bad deſign: And 
therefore, upon the whole, as we are ſatisfied his intentions were good, 
although he erred in the meaſure, we think it ſhould be judged of 
with candour, and the proper allowances made for the difficult circum- 


ſtances he had'to manage. - 


Colonel Ca ILLAUD wrote to in conſequence.. 


In conſequence” of the Abe opinion, Agree x we N . 1 | 
Vid mf fol Win letter to Colonel CET | 


70 Jonn Catia —_ Eſquire. 
1175 N 5 J 2E 1 7 2 
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2 11 1 SIR; 38 16 ant cn | y 1 wen 
O00 © We * dee your beta, of the ah, 1 with, a 
« memorial, containing a full narrative of the tranſaction which the 
Company directed to be inquired into, together with the ſtate of the 
« affairs of the country at that time; from whence you have ſhewn 
« the motives which occaſioned your aſſenting ſo far as is there men- 
« tioned to that tranſaction. Having taken the ſame into conſidera- 
tion, together with the anſwers of Captain Knox and Mr. Luſh- 
c 1ngton to the queſtions propoſed to them, we annex hereunto a copy 
„of our reſolutions thereupon; and as we are fully convinced that 
„vou had no ill intentions, ſo we hope the Honourable Court of 
« Directors will in like manner judge of all the circumſtances at- 
<< tending upon the meaſure with candour, and continue that favour- 
e able opinion towards you, which your long and zealous ſervices 


“ merit. 
With this, and all other good wiſhes, we remain, 
«Or; 
«© Your moſt obedient, 
„Humble ſervants.” 


G 
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_ Captain Knox and Mr. LusnIi xc rox to return to their ſtations. 


+ 


© Ordered,;' The gentlemen Who have been called from their ſtations 
to attend on this inquiry, do now return to them with all convenient 


expedition. | 
a H. WArrs. 


Opinion of the Court of Directors, the 1 of June 176g. 


. Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court are of opinion, that Co- 
„ Jonel John Caillaud ſtands honourably acquitted of any defign or in- 
« tention upon or againſt the life of the Sha Zaddah; it ſufficiently 
& appearing, that the motives for ſuffering his ſeal to be inadvertently 
« put to the agreement made by the then Nabob of Bengal, Jaffier 
« Ally Khan, on the 15th of April 1760, for the payment of a ſum 
« of money for the ſeizing or cutting off that Prince then in arms 
« apainſt the provinces under the adminiftration of the ſaid Nabob, 
«proceeded from the particular circumſtances of affairs of that time, 
s his 'zeal for the Company's ſervice, the ſuddenneſs of the occa- 
« fjon, and a thorough conviction that it was an artifice of the Nabob 
«to try the ſincerity of the Company's attachment to him, and that 
« no ill conſequence would follow therefrom to the Sha Zaddah.'* 


8.3 


EXTRACTS. from the REPORT of the 
SELECT COMMITTEE appointed by 
the Hos of CommoNs,. aſſembled at 
Meſtminſter in the Fifth Seſſion of the 
Thirteenth Parliament of Great Britain, to 
| inquire into the Nature, State, and Con- 
dition of the EAST INDIA CoMPany, and 
of the BRITISH Affairs in the EAs r InDies. 


4 


Y OUR Committee then called upon Colonel Caillaud, to give an 
account of what he knew of the tranſactions preceding the revo- 
lution in 1760, and what induced him to conſent to that revolu- 
tion. And he informed the Committee, That he was called to Ben- 
gal in November 1759, to take the command of the troops in the 
room of Lord Clive, who intended to return to Europe early the next 
ſeaſon ; that he arrived two days after the affair of the Dutch, and 
upon his enquiring the ſtate of affairs of that country at that time, was 
informed, that the Prince (called the Shauzadda) was again preparing 
to enter the province hf Bahar, with a large army, and joined by 
ſeveral Zemindars of th.t province, who had not taken- part with him 
the year before.—That tae Nabob of Purnea had taken the field on the 
eaſtern bank of the Ganges, about half way between Patna and 
Muxadavad, and his motives for ſo doing were thought to be an in- 
clination of joining the Prince, if a favourable opportunity offered. 
Lord Clive judged it therefore expedient that he ſhould march with a 
detachment to Muxadavad, there to wait his arrival, and his orders. 
That he ſet out from Calcutta in December, with the detachment of 
300 Europeans, 50 artillery, fix pieces of cannon, and a battalion of 
Sepoys conſiſting of about 1000 men; and arrived at Muxadavad 
about the 26th of December.—And that on the 6th of January, I.ord. 
Clive and Colonel Ford joined him. That Lord Clive then introduced 
him to the Nabob, recommended him to his friendſhip, and defired 


he would repoſe all the confidence poſſible in the witneſs, who was 
I, G 2 well 
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of the action is very unintereſting.—That the young Nabob followed 


(nm ] 


well inclined and attached to his intereſt. —That on the 14th of Ja- 
nuary, Lord Clive and Colonel Ford ſet out upon their return; and on 
the x8th he began his march to Patna, joined by the Nabob's ſon, at 
.the head” of a large number of country forces.—There were a great 


ny difficulties, in ſetting. out the expedition; the low ſtate of the 


may difficulties, in ſettivg. out "the | Ay we foro 4 - 
 Nabob's treaſury obliged him to borrow money, as he could get it 


from the bankers, by mortgaging countries for it.— That about the 
N. iet he reached a place, oppoſite to which the Nabob of 
Purnea was encamped.— He had not declared his intentions openly; 
but faidy be was ready and willing to obey che Nabob's.,orders in 
every thing, to pay all the revenues that were due, and to prove him- 
ſelf a faithful ſubject and ſervant, —It was neceſſary to get more than 
theſe general aſſurances from him; he was at the head of a large body 
of troops; and as the affairs of Patna were then ſituated, it was dan- 


gerous to leave ſuch a force in his rear, without knowing whether he 


could truſt them.— That he endeavoured to ſettle matters between him 
and the Nabob as well as he could; he would accept of no mediation but 
His; he would not ſee the young Nabob, but took his ſecurity, that if 
he faithfully diſcharged all the demands the old Nabob had on him for 
revenues due, that he would endeavour to get the Nabob's conſent that 
he ſhould remain in his command.—Thart this kept him ſeven days; 
and at this time the Prinee was drawing near Patna; the Subah of 


that province (by name Ramnarrain) had a conſiderable army under 


his command, beſides a battalion of our Sepoys that was left in garri- 
ſon at Patna by Lord Clive, who joined him upon that occaſion, and 
he marched out of the city with theſe forces. — That the witneſs re- 
peatedly wrote to him, and preſſed him not to come to an action, but 
to wait his arrival, and had no doubt then of ſucceſs againſt the 
Prince.— That however he choſe to follow his own advice; he en- 
gaged the Prince; two of his principal Jamautdars deſerted him during 
the action; he was totally defeated and ſeverely wounded.—400 of 
our Sepoys marched to his aſſiſtance, when he was ſurrounded by the 
enemy, ſaved him, and were cut to pieces themſelves, with three Eu- 
ropean gentlemen, two officers, and one gentleman a voluntcer.—That 
the remainder of the battalion ſecured his retreat into Patna, which 
the Shauzadda immediately inveſted. —That he received the news of 
his defeat the 11th of February, and marched with all the expedition 
in his power, ſuch as obliged him on the 15th to raiſe the ſiege of 
Patna; and on the 22d the two armies met and engaged: The detail 


quite: 


WW | 

quite a contrary diſpoſition to the one he wanted him to make, but 
that he ſaved him in imminent danger, and the enemy was totall 

routed. That the inſtant the engagement was over, the young Nabeb 
retired to his tent, on account of the wounds he had received. That 
the witneſs requeſted and conjured him to give him ever ſo ſmall a 
body of cavalry, and with his Europeans and Sepoys, fatigued as they 
were, he would do his beſt to purſue the enemy, and clear the country 
of them: that he was deaf to all his entreaties—and his means of pur- 
ſuit; with the handful of troops he was at the head of, fatigued be- 
yond meaſure with the forced marches! he had made to raiſe the ſiege, 
put it quite out of his power; beſides,” out of the fix pieces of can- 
non which he had in the field, four broke down during the engage- 
ment, and ſome time was neceſſary to put thoſe earriages in repair. 
That at length he perſuaded the Nabob to leave the city of Patna on 
the :29th of February, and on the ad of March he received advice 
that the Shauzadda (the Prince) was in full march for the province 
of Bengal.— That he had the advantage of a day's march of our army, 
with an army compoſed almoſt entirely of cavalry, unincumbered 
with baggage.— That on the 7th he got within ten miles of him; 
he marched off in the night, and took his way acroſs the mountains, 
to enter the province of Bengal in another part; a road through which 
no army before had ever marched; but through Which however the 
witneſs made a ſhift to follow him, and on the Ath of April joined 
the old Nabob, who was in the field.— That on the 6th, with their 
united armies, they got ſo near the Prince, that he propoſed to the 
Nabob, that he would give him a body of cavalry, and ſome ſpare 
horſes, to aſſiſt him in carrying the Europeans who were exhauſted 
and ſpent with fatigue, and he would attack the Prince in his camp 
that night. This he would not comply with, and the next day he came 
up however with the rear of their army, a river only dividing them; 
that he again ſent repeated meſſages to the Nabob, to beg he would only 
march a body of cavalry to keep the enemy in play, until he could 
come up with his infantry; but this he would never conſent to, 
and the enemy marched off unmoleſted; and in two days after took 
the ſame road into the province of Bahar: That afraid for the ſafety 
of Patna, which he knew was deſtitute of troops, he detached Captain 
Knox, with 200 Europeans, a battalion of Sepoys, and two pieces of 
cannon, to march with all the expedition he poſſibly could for the 
relief of Patna, if the Prince ſhould beſiege it: He came in time 
to ſave the Fity, on which the Prince had made two general aſſaults, 
v 5:33 | and 


and was preparing for a third, when Captain Knox arrived with ſome 


rt of his detachment, and obliged him to raiſe the ſiege a ſecond 
time. That he remained in camp with the old Nabob, and his ſon, 
until the 16th of May, when again he marched with his ſon againſt 
the Nabob of Purnea, whom the old Nabob had endeavoured to bring 
hack to his duty, but which the other refuſed, and would comply 
with none of his terms, broke his promiſe with the witneſs, and was 
ſetting: out with an intention of joining the Prince—On the 22d he 
again reached Patna, and croſſed the river there; but before that hap- 

pened, Captain Knox, whom he had ordered to march from Patna 
acroſs the river, and endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of the Nabob 
of Purnea, ſo that we might get up with him, had taken a ſtrong and 
judicious poſt, and was attacked by the Nabob's whole army, and 
maintained his poſt with great bravery.— That they joined in purſuit 
of the enemy, who were retreating as faſt as they could. On the 25th 
he came up with them; the young Nabob with his army in the rear 
two miles. The cannonading began between the two armies; he ſoon 
ſeized their cannon, diſlodged them from all their poſts, and would 
have obtained a complete victory, if foot could have overtaken ca- 
valry, of which his army was chiefly compoſed; that he had none of 
his own, and the Nabob would not ſend him one horſeman: That 
they continued purſuing the Nabob of Purnea until the gd of July; 
they were to have continued their march next day, when between one 
and two o clock in the morning Mr. Luſhington came into his tent 
with a harrarra (or meſſenger) and told him the young Nabob was 
dead; that it would be difficult to expreſs his ſurpriſe, which was fol- 
lowed by his inquiries to know how the accident had happened, which 
he was told was by a Haſh of lightning, as he lay on his bed: In a 
few minutes after, his Duan (or Prime Miniſter) came to the witneſs 
in the greateſt diſtreſs, aſſuring him that if ſomething was not im- 
mediately done, the conſequence would be, the plunder of the camp, 
and the Nabob's troops marching off wherever they thought proper: 
There was no way to prevent this accident, and the confuſion which 
muſt follow, but to endeavour to keep his death a ſecret from his 
army, that we might gain time to bring over ſome of the Jamautdars 
of the greateſt conſequence, and attach them to our intereſt: That he 
ſent for one or two of thoſe he thought he could moſt confide in, told 
them the ſtory, and requeſted as a mark of the regard they had for 
their old maſter, to continue faithful in the ſervice of the old Nabob, 


and to bring over, by degrees, as many of the other Jamautdars as 
they 


C 8] 


they could to this way of thinking; that he, on his part, would * all 
his endeavours with the old Nabob, that all the arrears of pay, and all 
the juſt demands they might have, ſhould be ſettled to their ſatisfac- 
tion: That we then determined, that the army ſhould march back to- 
wards Patna, and give out that the young Nabob was ill. This was 

ormed in ſeven days; and during this whole time, except the 
people who were entruſted with the ſecret, the army had no know- 
ledge of the young Nabob's death. The witneſs ſaid, this was the nar- 
rative of his campaign; that ſoon after his arrival at Patna, about the 
28th or 29th of July, or the beginning of Auguſt, he en. advice 
of Mr. Vanſittart's * at Calcutta, as ann 


Colonel Caillaud then read to the Committee the following Letter: 


To the Honourable ]. Z. HoLwELL, Efquize, Preſident and Governor 
of Fort William. | 


. SIR, Camp at Balkiſſen's Gardens, 29th May 1760. 

1 AM honoured this day with your favour of the 24th inſtant. My 

laſt letters of the 24th, and thoſe of yeſterday of the 28th, contain 

all I can urge in favour of our return to Patna with the young Nabob. 

You ſeem alſo convinced of the neceſſity of it ſince the receipt of Mr. 

Amyatt's letters: I ſhall be glad to find it further confirmed by thd 
ſentiments of the Select Committee. 


I am not maſter enough of the ſubject, to n how the Gee 8 
inveſtment of ſaltpetre will be ſo much hurt this year, and that you 
fear ſuccours will arrive too late to prevent ſuch miſchief; but this I am 
very confident of, that if we do not find fuccours, the whole province 


may be loſt, and many years inveſtments to come. 


I will ener now, Sir, to reply as fully as I can to the ſubject 
on which you deſire ſo earneſtly to know my ſentiments, and hope what 
I have to ſay will fo fully ſatisfy you, that I need not at leaſt leave the 
army until the campaign is quite concluded, as I think it cannot be 


done without prejudice to our affairs, 
| Bad 


e I IIS > eee 


L940 he. * * 928 2 —— - W 
— 2 2 - _ 
"7 — — _— 4 
0 e 7 - Mics 
* 1 * 3 


2 OC. 
— —_ — — 


— . 


f 
g 
8 
| 
| 


BY 
v5 
4 
Ci 
Fl 
} 
3 
7% 
7 

1 N 
4 

7 

1 

is 
. 
11 
* 
| 

. 
1 
vi 


— 


— —U : ⁊7·ͤ— — — > 


= —— - = a 
mY 24.90 - 2 Or — 
- - 
wh "a 


— — 


- .. . > po en ee —— 
» A — —— * - — 


334 i. as pe LI 
* 7 _ 0 


| L & J 
4 16 the man may be whoſe eauſe we now ſupport, I cannot be of 


opinion that we can get rid of him for a better, without running the 


riſk of much greater inconveniences attending on ſuch a change, than 


thoſe we now labour under. I. preſume the eſtabliſhing tranquillity in 
theſe probinces would reſtore to us all the advantages of trade we could 


wilh, for the profit and honour of our employers; and I think we bid 
fairer to bring that tranquillity about by our preſent influence over the 
Subah, and by ſupporting him, than by any change which can be made. 
No new revolution can take place without a certainty of troubles, and 

4 revolution will certainly be the conſequence whenever we withdraw 
our protection from the Subah. We catinot in prudence neither, I be- 


lie ve, leave this revolution to chance; we muſt in ſome degree be in- 
ſtrumental to bringing it about: in ſuch a caſe, it is very poſſible we 


may; raiſe a man to the dignity juſt as unfit to govern, as little tobe 
depended upon, and in ſhort as great a rogue as our Nabob, but per- 


"haps not ſo great a coward, nor ſo great a fool, and of conſequence, 
much more difficult to manage. As to the injuſtice of ſupporting thi 
man on account of his cruelties, oppreſſions, and his being deteſted in 


his government, I ſee ſo little chance in this bleſſed country of finding 
a man endued with the oppoſite virtues, that I think we may put up 
with theſe vices, with which we wv” no ee If 1 in other matters 


ve find him fitteſt for our 8 9b ia barooacd MA T 


nos n $97 16 vebrotiov 7 1425 21 fe 1 
Ge to bis breach of his treaty, * * "this? Dutch laſt year, 
üs was never ſo elearby proved, I believe, but as to admit of ſome 
doubt. Colonel Clive, before he left the country, ſeemed ſatisfied that 
what was ſuſpicious in his conduct in that affair, proceeded not from 
actual guilt, but from the timidity of his nature. But if we ſtill ſuſpect | 
him from further cireumſtances, we always have it in our: power to 
put it to ar teſt at uber 5 e Um Neger as 3 1 W * 
will or no. ee et Ce, "Ir Of rr 1831 
a 105 

Wich nn to 3 e W the lawful: Prince ofa 
country, no man can more pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor 
would any one be more willing and happy to be inſtrumental in aflifting 
him to recover his juſt right. But ſuch à plan is not the thought of a 
day, nor the execution of it the work of a few months; there is a pow- 
erful party ſtill; remains; the Vizier with the Mharratas and Jutes, 
who, notwithſtanding the conſtant ſucceſs; of Abdallah againſt them, 
ſtill make head againſt him; and ſuch are their reſources and their 


EF 


1 | numbers, 


12 1 


8 chat I believe they will at laſt oblige the Patans to leave the 
country ; for though they cannot beat them * out of the field, 
ow bid far to Rarve them out of the country. *'_ >: 

1 Wr no . . i Wem Mr. Hiftings; wor Abdi. 
lab hath ſent orders to the ſeveral powers, to acknowledge the Prince 
King of Indoſtan, by the name of Shah Allum; rupees are ſtruck by 
his order at Banaras and Lacknow, in that name; orders ate alſo given 
to Sujah Dowlatt, to accept the poſt of Vizier; and our Nabob hath 
got, it is faid, inſtructions to acknowledge him, and pay bim the 


dee n to the King of Kings, as he is ſtyled. 


If we were perfeaty ſure Abdallab would remain, as he . on 
he ſaw the Prince well fixed on the throne, and the peace and tran- 
quillity of the country reſtored; we might, I think, all joined together, 
be a match for the Mharratas; but we muſt be well aſſured, that 
Abdallah will heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly ſupport 
the cauſe; for ſhould this appointment of his be no more (as it is poſ- 
ſible) than a finiſhing ſtroke to end. his expedition with the eclat of 
having given us a Mogul, and when a certain number of the country 
powers had entered into the alliance, he ſhould think of a return to his 
own country, and leave us to fight it out with the other contending 
party, I fear the Vizier and the Mharratas would be too ſtrong for 
thoſe who remained of the alliance, ſuppoſing them to be the Ruellahs, 
and Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of Bengal. However, ſuppoſing 
all this ſhould take {mt why may it not be done with our Nabob i in 
our hand, ſtill his friends and his proteQors ? 


I am this inſtant favoured with yours of the 25th, and I find by 
your poſtſcript, that your opinion and mine with regard to the Prince 
do not differ much. I have no objection to follow the plan you pro- 
poſe. Let Mr. Haſtings ſound the old Nabob, and I will go to work 
with the young one who joins me this day. 


We may continue our march on to Patna; the rains will give us time 
to negotiate, to ſee we go on ſure grounds, and make ſuch a plan of 
the alliance as will do us honour, and be an advantage to our country 
and our employers. But let us not abandon the Nabob; beſides the 
reaſons I have urged above, one more ſtill remains, which I believe 
will have ſome weight, and make us cautious how we attempt, 
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a very 1 and my reaſons, any change in the * 


ſyſtem. 


You are well acquainted, Sir, with the 45 Which rf gave riſe t to 
the preſent ſhare of influence which we enjoy in this part of the Mo- 
gul's empire: a juſt reſentment for injuries received was the firſt mo- 
tive which induced us to make a trial of our ſtrength; the eaſe with which 
we ſucceeded enlarged our views, and made us cheerfully embrace all 
opportunities of increaſing that intereſt and influence, both on account 


of the advantages which accrued from it to the Honourable Company, 
as likewiſe the hopes that it might in time prove a ſource of benefit and 
riches to our country. Such were, I believe, the motives of Colonel 


Clive's actions during his adminiſtration ; ſuch, I believe, were the 
views of the Honourable Company when they ſolicited and obtained 


Colonel Coote's regiment from the government; and ſuch, I am certain, 


is the plan which the Colonel propoſes on his return to purſue and to 
ſupport, in hopes to convince the Miniſtry and the Company, as he is 
convinced himſelf, that if they pleaſe to ſupport his project, it will 
prove of the greateſt advantage to the public. 


. If I have ſtated our ſituation right, it follows, I believe, of 3 


that we are bound with vigour to work on the ſame plan, to act on the 


ſame principles, and to keep up the ſyſtem as perfect and entire as it 
was left in our hands; that whatever reſolutions the nation or the 
Company may come to on Colonel Clive's repreſentations, they may 
not be diſappointed by finding here (at leaſt through our faults) any 
very material change in our ſituation, power, or credit. Po 


One word more: All we can wiſh to do is, not to ſuffer the Nabob 
to impoſe on us, and to check every beginning of an independence he 
may endeavour to aſſume: Let us conſult and improve, on every occa- 


ſion that offers, the honour and advantage of our employers, and the 
increaſe of their trade and credit, and not let them ſuffer any additional 


expence on account of purſuing any plan, or ſupporting any ſyſtem 
whatever: by acting thus, I think, we cannot err; we run at leaſt no 
riſk, and I believe the Company's affairs may be conducted by us under 


this Subah, as much to their advantage and credit as any other whom 


a revolution may pixce in the government. 


Incloſed I have the honour to ſend Mr. Amyatt's laſt letter, received 


this morning : we have had, as you will ſee, another bruſh with the 
Prince's 


eſteem and reſpect, 


x 


59 J 
Prince's troops, and with great ſucceſs; however, if the other plan 
goes on, we muſt put an end to this fighting ſyſtem, and talk coolly 
on affairs. I ſhall expect the favour of your opinion with great im- 
patience, and have the honour to aſſure you, that I am, with perfect 
S I R, 
Your moſt obedient 


and moſt humble ſervant, 
Joun CAILLAUD. - 


The Witneſs being aſked, What were his reaſons for approving a 
revolution in September 1760, which he ſeemed to diſapprove fo 
ſtrongly by the letter he had read, dated in May? he ſaid he would, 
to the beſt of his recollection, declare thoſe motives, by ſtating ſome 
particulars of his ſituation at that time in the country: The aſcen- 
dancy which Lord Clive had over the Nabob, which flowed from the 
Nabob from a ſenſe of the favours he had received from Lord Clive, 
was, very ſoon after he came to the command, at an end : That the 
Witneſs's conſtant unwearied attention, to keep up that confidence ſo 
neceſſary between them and the Nabob, was prevented by ſome very 
untoward circumſtances : Mr. Holwell ſueceeded Lord Clive in the 
chair, only by virtue of his rank in order of ſucceſſion ; and the cer- 
tainty of another Governor being ſoon appointed, was known to 
the whole country; and of courſe, that degree of reſpe&t which the 
Nabob would have had to a Governor in other circumſtances, was not 

id to Mr. Holwell; Mr. Holwell ſoon ſaw this, and reſented it. 
The Nabob's exceeding weak and irreſolute character gave plenty of 


occaſions for Mr. Holwell to find fault, and blame his meaſures ; That 


he felt them too, and obſerved them; but he thought that he did his 
duty beſt as a faithful ſervant to the Company, by acting the part of 


- a mediator between them, and by ſoftening, rather than irritating, the ill 


diſpoſition that ſubſiſted between them. That on this plan he aCted 
throughout the whole courſe of Mr. Holwell's adminiſtration ; putting 


off by delays, and ſometimes with reaſons, every approach to a 


change of ſyſtem in that government, which though in his own heart 
he adopted, and knew the neceſſity of, yet he was deſirous to keep it 
off as long as he could, till the neceſſity of it might preſs ſo hard as 
to make it unavoidable : That he thought of notbing but temporary 
ſyſtems formed to the day and to the minute; he would not truſt his 


own abilities and judgment, ſo far as to decide upon what was right 
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or wrong; he knew ſomething was to be done, a i te 
really did not know: That when that letter he read was wrote, the 
Nabob's ſon was then alive; his extraordinary death made a great 


Change in the ſituation of affairs in that country: That Mr. Van- 
ſittart's arrival, and the confidence he had in his abilities and judg- 


ment, made him without reluctance adopt his plan; he knew his 
motives ; they were honeſt and diſintereſted as to himſelf, honourable 
and advantageous to his employers, and ſuch as the neceſſity of the 
times, the particular ſituation at Bengal, the general ſtate of the Com- 
pany's affairs throughout India, have ever in his opinion Tad 
the meaſures purſued. | E 


Being aſked, Whether 20 lack, or any other ſom was a liulated, for 
bringing about that revolution ? | 

He ſaid, The night that Coſſim Ally Khan Suiied the articles, for- 
accepting the management of the affairs of Bengal, under Jaffier Ally 


| Khan (in the preſence, as he believed, of Mr. Vanſittart, Mr. Sumner, 


Mr. Holwell, and himſelf), Coſſim Ally Khan, after exprefling the 
many obligations he had for our intended good offices in his favour, 


. tendered a paper to Mr. Vanſittart; which, as Mr. Vanſittart inter- 


preted to us, contained a note for 20 lack of rupees, payable to the 


gentlemen then preſent; that he does not recollect a gentleman pre- 


ſent there, that did not concur with him in deſiring Mr. Vanſittart to 
return chat paper to Coſſim Ally N — him, that he miſtook 
our motives for his advancement. preſſed: on Mr. Vanſittart 
again the acceptance of the paper ; Wing — That if we continued 
to refuſe that favour, he ſhould fear that the gentlemen preſent were 
not well pleaſed with the appointment: Mr. Vanſittart, who knew his 
own motives, as well as thoſe of the witneſs, and alſo of the reſt of the 
gentlemen in the Committee, told Coffim Ally Khan, returning him 
the paper again, When you have paid off all the arrears due to the 
« Company, to your own troops, that the peace of this country is 
« ſettled, and that your own treaſury is full; if then you think pro- 
* per to make us any acknowledgment for the ſervices now done you, 
« we ſhall not then be unwilling to accept ſuch marks as you will be 
1 pleaſed to give us of your friendſhip.” The witneſs ſaid, that the 
affair ended there; and he declared folemnly upon his honour, there 
was no ſtipulations made, no partition treaty, or any thing of the kind 
mentioned, then or after, to his knowledge, of that tranſaction. 


The 


[ 61 1- 
The witneſs added, That he 'was now ty and willing to Site 


what he received upon the occaſion, when he received it, and how he 
received it. He ſaid, He little expected after 13 years ſervice in that 
country, and nine' of them in the field, that the little fortune he 
made ſhould become the object of ſo publie an inquiry; but he was 
happy to meet this inquiry more than half way, and the more ſo in 
this particular point; às perhaps it may give him an opportunity of 
doing Juſtice to the memory of the man from whom he received it 
(Mr. Vanſittart), who did it in his uſual generous and handſome way: 
ſo that he knows not but to this minute the ſum he received may be 
charged to his account. After Coſſim Ally Khan was placed in the 
government, he went up to the army at Patna, came down again, 
embarked for the Coaſt in January 1761, remained there a year and 
an half, and came back to Calcutta, called there upon extraordinary 
_ buſineſs, In October 1762, Mr. Vanſittart, then going up to Munger, - 
told him, If I am happy enough to ſettle with the Nabob the un- 
« fortunate differences that have ſubſiſted between him and my Coun- 
© cil, and that I can with propriety remind him of the ſervices you 
« jointly did him; I ſhall certainly endeavour to ſerve. you.” Mr. 
Vanſittart went up to Munger, and he embarked on board a ſhip for 
Europe. In the year 1763, he received an account current from Mr. 
Vanſittart, in which he found credit for two lack of rupees, unſolicited as 
he had mentioned before, and much beyond his expectations; and this, 
upon his honour, was the whole of what he received directly or indi- 
rely upon that occaſion; ſo little was money his object or thought, that 
he never inquired or knew what others might have got upon the ſame 
occaſion ; and that if money had been his object, he ſhould have been 
more curious in his inquiries: it is not ſtated in the account from Mr. 
Vanſittart from whom the two lack came, but he ſuppoſed it to come 
from Coſſim. 


Being aſked, Who took poſſeſſion of the houſe and effects of Meer 
Jaffier? 

He ſaid, Coſſim Ally Khan, after Jaffier had taken out every thing 
that he wanted. 


Being aſked, When the reſolution was taken of making Coſſim Ally 

Khan Nabob, in the room of Meer Jaffier? 
He ſaid, In the accounts read of the tranſaction, it appears, that 
Meer Jaffier, rather than conſent to the terms propoſed, 5 
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7 Being aſked, Whether Mr. Holwell made any report to the Select 
Committee, that Coſſim Ally Khan propoſed to take off the Nabob?. 
He ſaid, He never heard of ſuch propoſal; Mr. Holwell never re- 
ported to them ner made to him. 
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